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Analyzing the Globalizing Development of

Extremism: A Review of the SCO Exercise

“Peace Mission 2014”

Cheng-Yu Lee

Adjunct Assistant Professor, Department of Public Affairs,
Fo Guang University

Abstract

Extremism has in recent years caused regional instability and affected
the stability of international politics; what is more concerning is that it
shows a tendency to spillover to the international community. The “Peace
Mission 2014,” a joint exercise conducted by members of the Shanghai
Co-operation Organization (SOC) and concluded in the end of August, 2014,
was a non-traditional security military action taken under the framework
from bilateral to multilateral cooperation to fight against terrorism and
extremism. In the East Asia, from 2013 to 2014, Beijing’s diplomatic and
defense policies have constantly collided with Washington’s “Pivot to Asia,”
or “Rebalance toward Asia,” policy. The United States and Russia have also
engaged in serious contradiction regarding the deteriorating situation in
Ukraine and the issue of the annexation of Crimea Peninsula. However, this
has led to a subtle change in diplomatic and security benefits between
Mainland China and Russia, thus bringing the two nations closer to exert a
geostrategic synergy by cooperating in areas of their common concerns,
such as Ukraine, Crimea Peninsula, East and South China Seas and Central
Asia. Bearing the regional security development in mind, this paper

examines the expansion of extremism through the SCO joint exercise. In
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terms of geostrategic issue, this paper focuses on the extremism flashpoints
along the borders between Europe and Russia as well as the “Silk Road
Economic Belt” proposed by Mainland China. This paper aims to clarify
and understand the link between “Peace Mission” exercise and the

globalizing development of extremism and its influence.

Keywords: Shanghai Co-operation Organization, Peace Mission 2014,

Islamic Fundamentalism; Silk Road Economic Belt
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