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Abstract 
 

 Compared with the Diaoyutai Islands, the dispute concerning the 
Okinotorishima seems to be relatively simpler, given that it does not involve 
the issue of which nation occupied or used the geographic feature first. 
Nevertheless, wheterh the Okinotorishima is defined as an island or a reef 
based on the international law has a direct relation to its exclusive economic 
zone and the extension of its continental shelf. As a result, a competition 
over geostrategic benefits occurs between Japan, which seeks to push 
southward through the definition of the Okinotorishima and its auxiliary 
benefits, and Mainland China, which aims to penetrate the Second Island 
Chain and cruise in waters between the First and Second Island Chains. In 
addition, Mainland China attempts to exercise the “Anti-access/Area-Denial” 
strategy and to “divide and rule” the Pacific Ocean separately from the 
United States, so as to realize the goal of sharing the sea power in the 
Pacific Ocean. This has inevitably led to a conflict of strategic benefits 
between the US and Mainland China, thus making the definition of the 
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Okinotorishima an important issue among the US, Mainland China and 
Japan. 
Keywords: East China Sea conflicts; Okinotorishima; Diaoyutai Islands; 

US-Japan alliance; sea power 
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