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Abstract 

Due to the sovereignty disputes of South China Sea for years, it fell 
into an unsolvable dilemma for South China Sea neighboring claimer 
countries. Although each country's focus was different, island’s sovereignty 
disputes should be the key issue of these claimer countries. For instance, the 
Philippines often occupied islands and reefs in the South China Sea by the 
reason of preempting or terra nullius that it has increased the outbreak of 
conflict with China's sovereignty for many times.  The main reasons 
because China and the Philippines do not recognize each other's sovereignty 
in the South China Sea. 

In terms of ambition and strength, China seems to have more 
advantages than the Philippines. In practical terms, the Philippines seems to 
have more chips off than China. It is true that armed struggle or mutual 
sanctions is definitely not the preferred strategy of bilateral confrontation. 
However, what strategies China should take to cope with the challenges of 
the Philippines become important.  If not handling well, it may lead to 
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confrontation from extra-regional powers (such as the United States) 
intervention. Therefore, China is bound to pay more attention on this issue 
as well as try hard to prevent a “China threat” stigma in the region. 

Based on the above, this article adopts the perspective of “economic 
profit sharing,” in order to analyze and compare advantages and 
disadvantages on the structure of political, economic and social 
development between China and the Philippines. Furthermore, it will also 
take a view on how to choose the best coping strategies for bilateral disputes 
between China and the Philippines. 

Keywords: China, the Philippines, the island’s sovereignty of South China 
Sea Dispute, China Threat, Economic Profit Sharing 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2015    82 

 




