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7 Gudrun Kramer, “Islamist Notions of Democracy”, Middle East Report, July-Augu
st 1993, p. 2.
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On Predicament and Opportunity in Iran’s

democratization

Hu, Ming-yuan

Assistant Professor

the Strategic and International Affairs School, NDU

Abstract

Democratization is a change of political system. It is neither a
uniform model, nor a one-size-fits-all solution for different countries.
Arab Spring movement is a unique democratic transformation occurred in
Muslim world. It is hard to be compared with democratic models in other
regions. Though influenced by Arab Spring democratic movement, Iran’s
democratization movement is still in a state of dilemma, due to inability to
change fundamental Islam ideology. Economic development has been a
motivating factor to Iran’s change. The liberation of economic activities
have triggered changes in upper social echelon and in turn, led to
corresponding political, religious and legal changes. The U.S. and western
world have understood that Iran’s authoritarian regime could not be changed
by forceful or military means. Thus, they turned to economic measures as a
way to attract and communicate Iran, so as to gradually change certain Islam
ideology with anti-democracy thinking.

Key Words: Arab Spring, democratization, Iran, Islam
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