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Transformation of U.S.-Japan Security
Relations and its Implications: 1945~2015

Po-Chou Lin

Associate Research Fellow
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Abstract

During the Cold War, the United States signed security treaties with
over ten countries around the globe to prevent spread of communist wave.
Korean War as a significant factor to encouraged U.S. to form alliances in
Asia. The form of US-Japan alliance represents Japan become the linchpin
of US strategy in Far East. Reviewing bilateral relations of seventy years
development, the US and Japan relations are from rival to partner, reflects
challenge throughout the region is changing. The geographical scope of
cooperation are expending from homelands, surrounding areas to globe. It is
an enormous strategic adaption. After World War II, Japan has follows with
the 1946 “peace constitution” and Yoshida Doctrine to recovery its
economic power, and participate world affairs through the US-Japan
alliance. In recent years, rising mainland China has become an inevitable
actor effecting security environment and challenging balance of power in
Asia-Pacific region. Japan try to strengthen the security alliance with the US
to counter threat from mainland China, at the meantime, US attempt to
deepen bilateral cooperation to losing tighten facial difficulty and maintain
regional leadership. The article focuses on transformation of U.S.-Japan
security relations, and divided in to four phases: low-key posture defense,
homelands defense, surrounding areas defense and exercise right of
collective self-defense. At the end, it discusses the influence and challenges
of its transformation for the region.

Keywords: Shinzo Abe, right of collective self-defense, Guidelines for
US-Japan Defense Cooperation, US-Japan alliance, situations
in areas surrounding Japan
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