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Transformation of U.S.-Japan Security
Relations and its Implications: 1945~2015

Po-Chou Lin

Associate Research Fellow
Office of Defense Studies, MND

Abstract

During the Cold War, the United States signed security treaties with
over ten countries around the globe to prevent spread of communist wave.
Korean War as a significant factor to encouraged U.S. to form alliances in
Asia. The form of US-Japan alliance represents Japan become the linchpin
of US strategy in Far East. Reviewing bilateral relations of seventy years
development, the US and Japan relations are from rival to partner, reflects
challenge throughout the region is changing. The geographical scope of
cooperation are expending from homelands, surrounding areas to globe. It is
an enormous strategic adaption. After World War II, Japan has follows with
the 1946 “peace constitution” and Yoshida Doctrine to recovery its
economic power, and participate world affairs through the US-Japan
alliance. In recent years, rising mainland China has become an inevitable
actor effecting security environment and challenging balance of power in
Asia-Pacific region. Japan try to strengthen the security alliance with the US
to counter threat from mainland China, at the meantime, US attempt to
deepen bilateral cooperation to losing tighten facial difficulty and maintain
regional leadership. The article focuses on transformation of U.S.-Japan
security relations, and divided in to four phases: low-key posture defense,
homelands defense, surrounding areas defense and exercise right of
collective self-defense. At the end, it discusses the influence and challenges
of its transformation for the region.

Keywords: Shinzo Abe, right of collective self-defense, Guidelines for
US-Japan Defense Cooperation, US-Japan alliance, situations
in areas surrounding Japan
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2 ADB, 2010, “Regional Cooperation Operations Business Plan”, 2011-2013, Manila.
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¢ Development in the Mekong Sub-region, (Chiang Mai: The Regional Center for
Social Science and Sustainable Development, 2011).

William T. Tow and Beverley Loke, “Rules of Engagement: America’s Asia-Pacifi
¢ Security Policy under an Obama Administration,” Australian Journal of Internati
onal Affairs, vol.63, no.4 (Dec. 2009), pp.443-457; David S. McDonough, “Obam
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% Such as: The China—Myanmar oil and gas pipeline, which starts at Kyaukpyu port on the
west coast of Myanmar and enters China at the city of Ruili. The MoU between China
and Thailand will allow China’s investment in two dual-track rail lines that span 734 km
and 133 km respectively and connect northeast Thailand’s Nong Khai province,
Bangkok and eastern Rayong province. The project is estimated to cost about US$ 10.6
billion.
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This railroad will run from the border town of Muse and span about 800 kilometers

across the country to the port city of Kyaukphyu, on the Bay of Bengal. The whole

project is about to take five years and is estimated to cost about US$ 20 billion.
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The Political Economy of the GMS Economic
Cooperation and Development: Constructing
China-Thailand Relative Geo-economic
Strategies

Jenn-Jaw Soong

Distinguished Professor of Department of Political Science

NCKU

Abstract:

This paper mainly deals with the issues of economic cooperation and
development mechanisms in the Greater Mekong Sub-region (GMS). It will
concentrates on two research aspects. One is to aim at the economic and
trading relation between China and the other GMS member countries. The
other is to analyze how two core economies of GMS, China and Thailand,
constructs their own geo-economic strategies in the GMS. This will imply a
development pattern of South-South cooperation. Thus, four parts will be
discussed in this paper that will be with an emphasis on development
strategy, logic, and opportunity: first is to study the geo-economic relation
and development opportunity in the GMS; second is to explore GMS
economic cooperation mechanism and operation model; third is to exam the
economic and trading relation between China and other GMS member
countries; the last is to observe China’s and Thailand’s GMS development

strategy.

Keywords: GMS, Economic Cooperation, China, Thailand, Development
Strategy
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Postwar Japan's Development of Indigenous
Defense:

Case Study of Japan’s Submarine

Shen Chao
Ph.D. Candidate, Institute of China and Asia-Pacific Studies, NSYSU

Dr. Yujen Kuo

Associate Professor, Institute of China and Asia-Pacific Studies, NSYSU

Abstract

Under the Peace Constitution and the U.S.-Japan Alliance, Postwar
Japan's defense policy has gradually developing from heavy reliance on the
U.S.” East Asia strategy to indigenous defense. Japan’s independent
development of large-scale and blue-water conventional submarines is a
clear example. Japan’s extraordinary achievement in submarine R&D,
efficiency, degree of automation, underwater silence, proper and
replacement rates has guaranty its importance in carrying out blockade,
escort, anti-submarine, and anti-surface warfare for the alliance, which
largely safeguard these two countries’ national interests at the Asia-Pacific

region.

Keywords: U.S.-Japan Alliance, Japanese Defense Policy, Submarine,
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The Reform and Implication of PLA Defense

Organization Transformation

Ming-Shih Shen

Associate Professor
Graduate Institute of Strategic Studies and International Affairs

National Defense University

Abstract

Xi Jin-pin decided to start the deep reform of PLA from November
2013, already completed the leadership systems change, forces and structure
reform and improve the combat training after one year’s prepare, and ready

to go further change and reform.

When Xi faced PLA’s serious corruption cases, he started
anti-corruption actions first, then fixed the discipline of the military and
change the position and job of the generals who involved the corruption
criminal. After Xi’s military authority been built, Xi started the systematic
and long term military reform, to transform PLA to be a professional troop
that can get with new combat environment and high technology combat

situation.

But PLA’s shallow reform in military transformation can’t face the
challenges from outside military security, the corruption and formalism
deep inside of PLA will offset the fruits of military reform and change. If Xi
can maintain the stability and get the supports from PLA, Xi could complete
the PLA’s change and reform before 19" Party Congress. But if breaking

the power struggle conflict or huge incident before that time, and even
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breaking the war from outside, Xi steps and achievements in military reform

will be influenced and stopped.

Keywords: PLA, anti-corruption, systems’ system, military reform
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