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Abstract 

Due to United States, the regional rule maintainer, and other parties 
contribute peace and security for the region, overall situation in the South 
China Sea was stable in the past decade. However, while China has emerged 
as a regional hegemony with economic boost and military assertive, U.S. 
dominant status in West Pacific region has been challenge. As a result, the 
situation in the South China Sea is worsening and could become a potential 
hotspot between relevant parties. For China, if it could de facto control 
South China Sea, it will be seen as a main regional power. In other side, U.S. 
takes the Rebalancing strategy with some bilateral military frameworks in 
order to maintain stability in the South China Sea. Simultaneously, ASEAN 
countries welcome the U.S., Japan, Australia, India provide substantial 
military cooperations and activities attempt to advance balance of power in 
the region. In the recent years, China is expanding its scope and range of 
reclaim and militarize in the South China Sea to ensure its effective control. 
Meantime, U.S. is seeking strength influence in the region through more 
security cooperation, military present and activities. The article focuses on 
military cooperation among regional countries, and discusses how its 
influence regional security. 
Keywords: South China Sea, Military Cooperation, Freedom of Navigation, 

Rebalancing Strategy, defense equipment transfer 
 




