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South China’s Crisis and Turning Point 

Under the PRC’s Expansionism 
 

Cheng-Yu Lee 
 

Adjunct associate professor, Department of Political Science, 
National Defense University, Taiwan, R.O.C. 

 
Abstract 

 
 US President Barack Obama proposed the “Pivot to Asia” policy, 
which has developed into the “Asia-Pacific Rebalancing” strategic thinking 
later. As a result, conflicts between the US and China have intensified since 
then, given that China senses a constraint on its strategic space. By 
challenging the traditional security framework created by the US, China 
aims to ensure and extend its national interests as a developing country. 
China’s expansionism in the South China Sea provides the best example of 
this trend. Presently, the US-led security framework in the South China Sea 
is faced with a severe challenged posed by the rising China, which has been 
adopting a diversity of measures to deal with the US and other South China 
Sea claimants, inducing relevant countries to take part in the competition set 
up by China. Such an undertaking has become a prominent and 
worth-observing trend of the South China Sea issue. 

Key Words: Expansionism, South China Sea dispute, Asia-Pacific 
Rebalancing, National Interest. 
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Abstract 

Due to United States, the regional rule maintainer, and other parties 
contribute peace and security for the region, overall situation in the South 
China Sea was stable in the past decade. However, while China has emerged 
as a regional hegemony with economic boost and military assertive, U.S. 
dominant status in West Pacific region has been challenge. As a result, the 
situation in the South China Sea is worsening and could become a potential 
hotspot between relevant parties. For China, if it could de facto control 
South China Sea, it will be seen as a main regional power. In other side, U.S. 
takes the Rebalancing strategy with some bilateral military frameworks in 
order to maintain stability in the South China Sea. Simultaneously, ASEAN 
countries welcome the U.S., Japan, Australia, India provide substantial 
military cooperations and activities attempt to advance balance of power in 
the region. In the recent years, China is expanding its scope and range of 
reclaim and militarize in the South China Sea to ensure its effective control. 
Meantime, U.S. is seeking strength influence in the region through more 
security cooperation, military present and activities. The article focuses on 
military cooperation among regional countries, and discusses how its 
influence regional security. 
Keywords: South China Sea, Military Cooperation, Freedom of Navigation, 

Rebalancing Strategy, defense equipment transfer 
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National Defense University, Taiwan, R.O.C. 

 

Abstract 

   Human society was built and constructed by many kinds of relations, 
thus the interactions between people are almost influenced by these relations. 
For above reason, if we want to achieve some goals, we will sometimes 
consider using the proper network of relations, the same in military affairs. 
After conducting counterinsurgency missions for many years in Middle East, 
the U.S. military have learned many lessons, especially understood the 
importance of relation-building in completing military tasks. Based on the 
lessons learned, the U.S. Army has developed a lot of concepts, the most 
concerned is " Key Leader Engagement KLE ". This paper aims to 
analyze the logic and effect of KLE, and help the R.O.C. Armed Forces to 
develop related concepts. 

    This study found that: it is an inevitable trend to use KLE activities to 
resolve the war of ideas; second, by using relation-building and KLE actions, 
the military can reduce tensions and hostilities; third, for winning the hearts 
and minds of the target audience and the war of ideas, KLE is useful; fourth, 
KLE can help gathering information and intelligence for the commanders in 
decision-making process; finally, facing the pressure of defense budget cut 
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down, the U.S. military must find an effective way to conduct and complete 
missions. 

Keywords: counterinsurgency, strategic communication, relation building, 
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