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Abstract 

 
 US President Barack Obama proposed the “Pivot to Asia” policy, 
which has developed into the “Asia-Pacific Rebalancing” strategic thinking 
later. As a result, conflicts between the US and China have intensified since 
then, given that China senses a constraint on its strategic space. By 
challenging the traditional security framework created by the US, China 
aims to ensure and extend its national interests as a developing country. 
China’s expansionism in the South China Sea provides the best example of 
this trend. Presently, the US-led security framework in the South China Sea 
is faced with a severe challenged posed by the rising China, which has been 
adopting a diversity of measures to deal with the US and other South China 
Sea claimants, inducing relevant countries to take part in the competition set 
up by China. Such an undertaking has become a prominent and 
worth-observing trend of the South China Sea issue. 

Key Words: Expansionism, South China Sea dispute, Asia-Pacific 
Rebalancing, National Interest. 

 




