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Abstract 

 

Following the Asian Financial Crisis of 1997-8, free trade agreements 
(FTAs) are increasingly being used by East Asian countries in prompting the 
liberalization of trade and investment in the region. This process of regional 
economic integration gradually spilled over into the political and security 
areas and facilitated the construction of an East Asia-based identity and 
consciousness in both North-east and South-east Asia countries. East Asia 
has thus become the most dynamic economic zone in terms of integration 
activity. However, the emphasis on diplomatic, economic and military 
agendas in the Obama administration’s “Rebalance to Asia” has complicated 
and weakened the momentum in East Asian regional cooperaton. This 
article seeks to understand the implications of Obama administration’s 
“Rebalance to Asia” for East Asian regional cooperation. The first part of 
this article explains how and why this regional integration process has 
happened after the 1997-8 Asian Financial Crisis. The second part looks at 
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the US “Rebalance to Asia” strategy and explores the strategic motivations 
behind. The third part analyzes how East Asian integration be affected by 
this “Rebalance toward Asia” strategy and concludes with the long-term 
prospects for Taiwan’s joining in the TPP, RCEP and the Government’s New 
South-Forward Policy. 

 

Keywords: East Asia, regional integration, Sino-American relations, 
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