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Abstract

An electoral system is a legal system through which ballots cast are transformed
into legislative or government seats. Putting democracy into practice, parties, under
institutionalized regulations of the electoral system, compete for ruling power. Taiwan
currently holds nine different elections to fill posts, all with a term of four years, in
various levels of governments. Based on the electoral system adopted the nine
elections can be classified into three categories. The first is Plurality with
Single-Member-District System. The second is Multimember- District Single
Non-Transferable Vote System. The third is Single-Member-District Two-Vote System. A
study on single-constituency elections, for Pesident, Members of the Legislative Yuan
(from geographic constituencies) and Mayors of municipalities is conducted to analyze
the development of party system in Taiwan. Results show that these three elections are
characterized by an obvious trend of two-party, or two-candidate, competitions. Such a
phenomenon will continue to prevail in Taiwan’s party evolvement until a mighty third
candidate or a third party emerges.
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System, Multimember- District Single Non-Transferable Vote System,
Single-Member-District Two-Vote System
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