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The Effect of Lawrence Kohlberg's
Cognitive-developmental Theory of
Moralization on Ethical Education for the
Military Personnel

Mei-jyh Tseng
General Education Center,National Defense University

Abstract

The purpose of education is to communicate social consensus and its sense of
value should be moral. Thus, moral education must be based on improving the level
of moral cognition for the receivers. Lawrence Kohlberg is one of the most influential
researchers in moral development in modern times. He systemically expands Jean
Piaget's cognitive-developmental theory. After the experimental study for 20 years, he
proposes his famous the cognitive-developmental theory of moralization. He believes
that, in the interaction between an organism and its environment, the cognitive
structure tends to reconstruct toward being more equilibrated. Therefore, like the steps
of logical development, there are steps for moral development. Whether the moral of a
doer is mature does not depend on the environment of law and rules in which he or
she is, but on his or her ability of moral judgment and of self-development in moral
principles. As for the improvement in moral judgment education for the receivers, he
presents the dilemma and plus—one matching principle for moral education. Because
the military is paying more attention to ethic education, this study attempts to provide
the military with references and suggestions through the discussion of Kohlberg's
cognitive-developmental theory of moralization and his methods of education and to
help the military personnel reach the highest ranking of moral self-discipline.

Key Words : moral development, cognition theory, military ethics, moral dilemma,
role taking
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