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Study on Social Workers’ Personal Security and
Prevention

Mei-chen Lee
Doctoral candidate, Graduate Institute of Crime Prevention and Corrections, Central
Police University

Abstract

Social work is a specialty field to help others. With rapid change of society, social
problems and cases encountered by social workers become diverse and complicated,
including relief of the minority, promotion of rights and protection (e.g., domestic
violence, sexual assault, children and teenager protection) Although the work helps
people, the characteristics, subjects and methods of work are highly risky and
challenging. In process of service, it is common that social workers are harassed and
even attacked. According to investigation of Taiwan Association of Social Workers,
5.5% social workers have encountered harass and attack. Only 30% of them have
never experienced verbal or physical violence. A few days ago, a social worker of
Home for the Disabled of Social Affairs Bureau of Kaohsiung City Government was
wounded by the case. This, again, shows the problem of social workers’ personal
security in Taiwan.

This study analyzes official secondary data announced by public sector on social
workers’ personal security prevention and related research of private groups or
academic units. The findings can serve as a reference for governmental policy or the
following research.

Keywords: social work, specialty to help others, social workers, personal security,
prevention
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