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An Analysis of the Military Morals of the Strategists®
In the Spring and Autumn and Warring States

Periods
Mei-jyh Tseng
Abstract
Military thoughts originate from the practice of strategists' thinking on

national security conditions and the military thinking. Thus, their thoughts play a
significant guiding role in the practice of war and military ethics. They are not only
tested in wars and military practices but also further developed. The most direct way
to do research on national security conditions and military practices is to look into the
strategists' ways of thinking as evidenced in their writings on which traditional
military thoughts are mainly based, for these writings offer important basis to guide
soldiers to have consistent thinking and behavior under specific scenarios. If we can
have a reasonable understanding of the existing proofread manuscripts and books by
the strategists, we will be able to resolve the serious conflicts among the modern
ethics. Therefore, in our research on military ethics, it is far more necessary that a
historical observation of the contents and practices of the military ethics in the periods
of the Spring and Autumn and Warring States be carried out for us to understand why
the military ethics are shaped in specific times and how they are interrelated in
internal and external practices. The findings can also serve as an essential reference
for future study.

Key Words: military thoughts, military ethics, national security, political beliefs,
feudal clans
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