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Abstract

The major development of life support system intervention in medical
techniques always results in incurable patients suffering from prolonged and
painful death. The Legislative Yuan has passed the "Patient Self-determination
Act", allows legal "euthanasia" for cases of terminally-ill patients, such as
the patients in a vegetative state, with motor neuron diseases, severe dementia
and rare diseases. The legislation of this Act is committed to confirm patients'
hospice rights and this should be endorsed.

Although, there has been considerable requirements in current health
care law on patient's autonomy and the Hospice Palliative Care Regulation
for the terminally-ill patients. However, in this Act, law maker tried to avoid
dispute over "euthanasia" issues by ignoring its fundamental flaws. This is
going to cause endless trouble in the future on the applicable law. Furthermore,
confusing the concept of patients' autonomy with hospice rights by only
focusing on patients' peaceful death, regardless of moral hazard and judicial
process, will transfer legal risks to the medical staffs.





