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Abstract

Gender equality education is now one of the important issues for academic
research. However, in the past, the related research especially based on the military
school’s students is still rare and the special nature of military school should no longer
be ignored. In recent years, the ratio of female to male in military school and military
service is raised year by year. Accordingly, it shows the insufficiencies of the present
concepts and facility in these organizations. Even the female are considered as
“trouble- makers”

Scholastic education is the best way to reduce gender inequality in military
school. But the related courses provided are limited. The multi-dimensional
curriculum should be increased for students to choose. In order to improve the
concepts of gender equality in military school and prevent the occurrence of gender-
inequality events in military service, this study could hopefully be referred as the
groundwork for improving and making education policies in military school in the
future.

Key Words : military school, gender equality education, multi-dimensional curriculum
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Abstract
This paper from the following aspects study the development of Chinese
proposition assessment : Chinese assessment applicable ~ the significance of test
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Abstract

The purpose of this study was to investigate the effect of 12 minutes walk/run
training on heart rate variability (HRV) in fresh cadets. Eighty three male first year
cadets at National Defense University were recruited in this study, 59 cadets (mean
age, 18.15+.36 years) in the experimental group, 24 cadets (mean age, 18.08+.40
years) in the control group. Ten minutes of electrocardiogram (ECG) data were
obtained while subjects rested quietly in the supine position, before and after the
training session. The experimental group accepted 12 minutes run/walk training, three
times a week for 8-week; the control group accepted general physical fitness training
of pull-up and running for 20-30 minutes, and 2 to 3 times a week for 8-week. The
results of this study showed that: 1. The experimental group’s mean of R-R intervals
(Mean) were significantly higher after 12 minutes run/walk training (p<.05); and the
control group’s mean of R-R intervals (Mean), percent of R-R intervals differing > 50
ms from the preceding R-R (PNN50) were also significantly higher after 8-week
general physical fitness training (p<.05) in time domain. 2. In frequency domain, both
groups had significantly decreased in normalized very low-frequency power (nVLFP),
and t significantly increased in normalized high frequency power (nHFP), however,
control group also showed a significant increased in low frequency
power(LFP)(p<.05). 3. There were no significant difference in the parameters of HRV
between experimental group and control group, after training. 5. The experimental
group’s 12 minutes walk/run, VO2max were significantly higher(p<.05), after training.

Therefore, it can be concluded that: 12 minutes run/walk training, three times a
week for 8 weeks is able to increase autonomic nervous system activity,
cardiorespiratory fintness, VO2max.

Key Words : 12 minutes run/walk, heart rate variability, fresh cadets, VO2max
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Abstract

A cadet who would to be a cadre of military, which kind of music knowledge and
talent a cadet needs to have in officer-training program? And, how can he bring the
talent which he has learned in military school and extend the practical musical utility
in the future life of army? Take the cadet of Fu Hsing Kang College as an object,
undertaken from educational content of Fu Hsing Kang College music class, using the
perception of “to training for using, training integrates using” to build a channel
which cadre members of Political Warfare can learn and apply to increase importance
of music in army, and emphasis assistant function of music for mission of military.
And, through the education from school, cadet members, who are parts of military of
R.O.C, would understand: music has significant effect and function in entertainment,
military’s management, and leadership. In the content, it emphasizes the
cross-combination between music and military management, counsel of mentality, and
other kind of arts. Via author’s real experience in army, to build cadet’s relevant
perception of officer-training level, to elaborate on “elegance assembles force” which
military school always develop, and be a prior discussion of increase cadet’s art and
humanities education.

Key Words: Music knowledge and talent, music education, cadet, arts and humanities
education
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Abstract

According to the historical record, Confucius abbreviated both the Book of the
Odes and the Book of Documents, compiled both the Rites and the Music, elucidated
the Book of Changes, and, in his old age, accomplished writing the Spring and
Autumn Annals. He nevertheless considered himself “only a transmitter and not a
maker.” As a matter of fact, Confucius demonstrated himself genuinely and
triumphantly a maker in handing down the old. While devoting the role of a
transmitter, he eventually reached a comprehensive understanding of ancient classics
which finds no parallel in the history. Consequently, instead of regarding Confucius as
the original writer of the Six Books, we had better come to realize that those classics
of the Zhou Dynasty cannot persist until today if without Confucius’ pioneering
efforts in illustration and elaboration.

The Book of the Odes is a collection of ancient poems, embodied with the ideas
of the true, the good, and the beautiful. Undoubtedly scholars of later generations like
to attribute great value to its tactics of delivering the deep teachings through elegant
poetic style. For example, Zhuang Zi, at the Warring States Period, stressed that “the
odes describe the will.” Xun Zi, as a contemporary with Zhuang Zi, also shared the
similar observation: “The odes endure the interior voice.” Si Ma Qian of the Han
Dynasty once remarked that “the odes convey and cultivate ideas.” To him, the folk
songs of different states, which occupy the first part of the Odes, remain extremely
fascinating with “plenty names of mountains, rivers, valleys, plants, trees, animals,
birds, and also the distinctions between the male and the female.” Even Han Yu of the
Tang Dynasty insightfully defined the odes as “carrying righteous ideas and elegant
style.” In a word, the Book of the Odes had been incessantly attracting scholars in the
history to explore its profound meanings and its distinctive poetic styles.

In the first place, however, we cannot but wonder at how Confucius, as himself
the greatest compiler, would look at the Odes. To answer this question, we had better
resort to the first-hand material, Confucian Analects, the collection of words, deeds,
and thoughts of the master and his disciples. The Book of the Odes, as one of
Confucius’ major teaching texts, obviously plays an important role in their daily
dialogues. In the Analects, for example, Confucius particularly stressed that by
learning the Odes, one’s character could be gradually refined and finally become
“gentle, graceful, honest and sincere.” To modern people, most of whom ignore
self-cultivation in their personality, the idea should be strikingly significant. This
thesis will therefore focus on how Confucius talked about the odes in the Analects.
By carefully reading the Analects, | find out that Confucius quoted from the Odes for
nine times and discussed them for eleven times. This thesis will give detailed analysis
of the passages involved so as to clearly grasp Confucius’ understanding of the Odes.

Keywords : Confucian school, Confucian Analects, the Book of the Odes, quotes,
comments, rites and music
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From the Perspective of Criminal Investigations
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Abstract

Police Role and Function of play, in accordance with the terms of the criminal
law is to detect crime. Section 392 of the Judicial Yuan Interpretation To prosecutors
and police to share 24 hours highlight the reform of police internal organization. This
article is problem-oriented policing (POP) in the problem solving concept and SARA
mode address within the organization. Since the problem stems from the detection
time limit reduction, the fight for the detection of aging, the original passive
acceptance points in the reported criminal cases in the police station waiting for then,
according to the criminal officers would be deployed to handle the transfer of the
Public Prosecutor's Office investigation team points in the joint office nearest office of
the detection of crime in the early intervention, namely the implementation of the
so-called "team unity", which is the police station and the criminal investigation team,
one office for the transformation of police development in recent years due to the
investigation of crimes, the plight of type. In order to illustrate the problem-oriented
model, can not only solve the problem of external crime, can prescribe the right
medicine for internal organizational issues.

Keywords : team unity ~ problem solving ~ police organization ~ internal organization ~
problem-oriented.
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Abstract

The National Defense University mandates that all college-level students years
one through four, complete a non-credit Physical Education (PE) course each year.
This PE course is taught for two hours weekly. Aside from taking the PE course,
students at the Military College are also expected to undergo one to two hours of
physical exercise per week, in accord with the physical requirements of the National
Military Staff Members and to develop a life-time habit of exercising regularly.

The faculty members are mostly comprised of specialists in National Defense
Physical Education. Specialists in swimming and other sports make up the remainder
of our faculty staff. The passing rate of first and second year college students taking
our PE course had been lower than expected. However, after undergoing standardized
PE training and company-level counseling, the students’ scores showed marked
improvements. By fourth-year, students have a 100% passing rate, and Military
College trainees also have a 100% passing rate in 2008 and 2009 inclusively. In 2010,
under the newly developed PE protocols, only members of the Air Force College
demonstrated a slightly lower passing rate of 98.6%, the members of other colleges all
showed a 100% passing rate. The questionnaires administered to college students
showed that the quality of our PE course, the experiences of our faculty as well as the
condition of our equipments and facilities are highly satisfactory, scoring at least 4 out
of 5.

Key Words : Physical education courses, Physical exercise, Habitual exercise,
Satisfactory level
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Abstract

The purpose of this study is to compare the different feedback strategies involved
in teaching tennis to beginner, and to assess the differences in their learning outcomes.
Forty first-year male undergraduate students from National Defense University were
recruited as research subjects, and were randomly assigned into the Knowledge of
Result group (KR group), and the Knowledge of Performance group (KP group). The
tennis lessons were held twice a week over an eight-week period, with each session
lasting fifty minutes. A questionnaire and a tennis skills test were carried out both
prior to and after teaching.

The results are as follow: After teaching, the two groups of tennis beginners
perceived a significant sense of improvement in the following - a sense of satisfaction
and reduced boredom, a feeling of skill learning, improvement in their forehand and
backhand ground ball, as well as forehand and backhand volley and overall motor
skills.

Further research showed that the KP group demonstrated significantly more
effective learning compared to the KR group. This study also showed that beginner
tennis players who received positive feedback from the teachers, had a significantly
lower perception of boredom. Additionally, the students found that their sense of
enjoyment, learning and skill recognition, and their overall motor skills and learning
performances were all more positive after teaching.

Keywords : ground ball,volley
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From Leisure Corps "Tiandan Zionist" show to
see the work of the military recreation

5 R
Wu Pei-Fang

# £
1960 & % > R INE LA FFERIFFF N SRR R B (9 EHR)
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Abstract

In the 1960s, Kang total drama team performed a lot of dramatic works, but
"Tiandan national recovery," a drama of creation and performance has become
anti-communist and anti-soviet union period drama typical political propaganda
model. I would like to analyze the play as an object to explore the health
characteristics of the total drama, drama team and implications. Analysis of the
military while working to implement the Leisure Overview and play operation in the
form of political propaganda, and finally carry out an overall comprehensive
discussion.

Keywords - anti-communist and anti-soviet union, Tiandan Zionist, military recreation
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Abstract

The goal of the present research is to compare and analyze the resultsof Mosston
Spectrum Teaching Method on cadets’ learning experience and learning motivation of
the Bayonet Martial Art on Battle Course. For this study, 55 fourth-year cadets were
selected from the Institute of Political Warfare, National Defense University. The
average age of these cadets was 22.76 years old. The subjects were randomly selected.
The study was designed to evaluate a single group of subjects before and after the
implementation of the Mosston Spectrum teaching method on Bayonet Martial Art
training. The experimental teaching method was implemented twice a week for four
weeks and each session lasted 50 minutes. Before and after each teaching session, the
subjectswere required to fill out questionnaires on their learning experience,
motivation as well as the accumulation of their technical knowledge about Bayonet
training. The results showed that student subjects exhibited improvements in overall
learning motivation, attention, associative cognition, self-confidence and satisfaction.
After four weeks of applying the Mosston Spectrum teaching method, we concluded
that subjects show a heightened level of perception of learning enjoyment, perception
of learning boredom g, and skill learning cognition, compared to the baseline level
four weeks prior. Overall, we found that the Mosston Spectrum teaching method
improved the results of bayonet training on cadets, and also acts as a positive

influence on their learning experience.

Keywords: battle course,mosston spectrum, learning experience,learning achievement
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Abstract

The philosophy of the Three Principles of the People is similar to Chinese
philosophy. The philosophical thinking of fulfillment of consciousness,
implementation, people’s livelihood, and unity of mind and matter always intends to
connect the ideas of metaphysics with those of physics, and to integrate the values
surpassing metaphysics into internal metaphysics. The ultimate objective is to fulfill
the values and ideas in the real world and real life, as well as to achieve the universal
brotherhood. According to the analysis, the essence of “comprehension by analogy”
of the Three Principles of the People puts emphasis on the new natural concept of
people’s livelihood, promotes the humanity perspective of good human nature of
“fulfillment of consciousness,” fulfills the value of “implementation philosophy,” and
completes an ontology of unity of mind and manner-centered philosophical value.
Moreover, the characteristic of “comprehension by analogy” of the philosophy of the
Three Principles of the People integrates the sacred value of religions, and focuses on
the comprehensive knowledge system, the authentic system of “one unity pervading
all things,” and individual noble character. Furthermore, it uses “benevolence” to
“comprehend” all living things by analogy. In other words, the philosophy of the
Three Principle of the People is the “value-centered” philosophy. In terms of the spirit
of “comprehension by analogy” of the Three Principles of the People, it helps
cultivate the modern, interdisciplinary, and integral concept of “academic unification”
to reach the consensus of “symbiosis doctrine” in the universe, and it can also help
people to jointly cultivate their “internal sage” as the ancient saints did. To sum up,
the philosophy of the Three Principles of the People integrates the classic concepts of
western and Chinese culture. It is consistent with the thinking of Chinese concept
“internal sage and external king.” Moreover, its “comprehension by analogy” has
been the world trend since the 21st century. It is a modern model of the benevolent
politics thinking of internal sage and external king in China. It can help people
cultivate philosophical thinking, and save the state and the world. Therefore, it is
believed that the philosophy of the Three Principles of the People can break the
boundaries of universality, time, and space.

Keywords : Philosophy of Three Principles of the People, Comprehension by analogy,
Academic unification, Fulfillment of consciousness, Unity of heaven and
human beings
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Remnants of the Empire in
William Golding’s Lord of the Flies

FRET CRSRBIT (FBL) 244F

B R
Chia-li Kang*
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Yuanpei University of Science and Technology™
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Li-yun Lin?
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Abstract

Published in 1954, Lord of the Flies was the first novel written by the Nobel
Prize-winning author William Golding. Set at a time when Europe is in the midst of
nuclear destruction, the novel chronicles events leading a group of English public
schoolboys from innocence to savagery as they are evacuated from England and crash
land on a deserted tropical island.

The novel is often read as a reflection of the innate wickedness in human nature.
However, the present study argues that it is quite impossible to explain the boys’
descent into evil if we neglect the novel’s connections with the British colonial
background. This study aims at examining the predictable effects that a colonial
culture has on its young boys and reads Lord of the Flies in the context of Britain’s
imperial culture and politics.

Keywords : the innate defects in human nature, the colonial culture, the British mind-
set, the lord of the flies
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In William Golding’s Lord of the Flies, some British schoolboys are being
evacuated when their plane is shot down during a war. They end up on a deserted
tropical island. Golding himself made it clear that Lord of the Flies is basically a
reworking of The Coral Island, an 1857 book by R. M. Ballantyne with characters
Ralph Rover, Jack Martin, and Peterkin Gay leading an idyllic life when shipwrecked
on a Pacific island. Evil does exist on Coral Island in the form of such adult
intruders as savage cannibals or pirates, however, as Friedman (1993) notes that
Ballantyne’s vision is “doubly optimistic: man is inherently good; and good will win
out in the end” (20). Like most fairy tales, Coral Island, is “an amalgam of faith and
hope” (20).

In a talk with Frank Kermode (1962), Golding said that Lord of the Flies is “a
realistic view of the Ballantyne situation.” Describing the impact of the Second
World War on him when working on the novel, he remarked, “What I’m saying to
myself is, ‘Don’t be such a fool, you remember when you were a boy, a small boy,
how you lived on that island with Ralph and Jack and Peterkin . . . Now that you are
grown up, . . . you can see people are not like that; they would not behave like that if
they were God-fearing English gentlemen, and they went to an island like that” (“The
Meaning of It All,” 201). In Lord of the Flies, Golding’s purpose is to turn the
Ballantyne myth illusory. While Ballantyne’s Ralph, Jack and Peterkin play the
roles of well-behaved and peace-loving youths, Golding’s English boys become
savages themselves.

In the novel, shortly after arriving on the island, the boys arrive at the conclusion
that there is something there: the essence of evil. And it might seem true to the
reader as Jack and Roger, two of the more dominant boys, begin a rapid downward
spiral into a lifestyle of fear, pathological cruelty, and murder. William Golding said,
“The theme is an attempt to trace the defects of society back to the defects of human
nature. The moral is that the shape of a society must depend on the ethical nature of
the individual and not on any political system however apparently logical or
respectable” (quoted from Epstein’s “Notes on Lord of the Flies” 204). Golding
seems to be contending that violent, irrational behavior such as depicted in his book
stems solely from innate defects in human nature.  This contention will be examined
in some depth in this review.

Since its publication, the novel has attracted a large amount of critical attention.
In the past five decades, critics have read it from various viewpoints. Pritchett (1958)
reads it as “the modern political nightmare” because the degeneration of some of the
boys in the novel reminds him of that in Germany under Hitler (37). Claudia D.
Johnson (2004) reads it as part of the youth gang literature tradition and notes that the
novel uses the development of youth gangs to “comment on the human character in
general and the rise of the Nazis in particular” (94). Andrew Sinclair (1982) and L. L.
Dickson (1990) focus on the novel’s structure while Philip Redpath (1986), and John
F. Fitzgerald and John R. Kayser (1992) review the text in light of characterization of
archetypical figures of “humanity.”

Some critics read this novel as a Christian allegory for its title, the Edenic setting
and the Beelzebub (Satan)-incarnated pig’s head (Green 1960; Forster 1962), while
almost 35 years later, Harold Bloom (1999) criticizes the rigid British boarding school
education and concludes that the regression to savagery that marks Lord of the Flies is
“peculiarly British scholastic phenomenon, and not a universal allegory of moral
depravity” (Interpretations, 2).

When the boys first arrive on the island, they know they need food, but they find
it difficult to kill a small feral pig: “They knew why he [Jack] hadn’t [struck the
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killing blow]: because of the enormity of the knife descending and cutting into living
flesh; because of the unbearable blood. . . . He snatched his knife out of the sheath and
slammed it into a tree trunk. Next time there would be no mercy” (31).*

These barbaric impulses gradually degrade some of the boys as they engage in
savage killing rituals that would have made every adult feel stunned. Finding that
they enjoy killing, Jack and Roger kill two boys who have not become infected by the
insane blood lust, and then for a finale they set the island afire in an effort to smoke
out Ralph, the last sane boy, so that they can kill him, too. As the book ends, Ralph
staggers out of the jungle and collapses on the beach. Then he looks up to see a
British naval officer who stopped his ship and landed on the island when he saw the
smoke from the fire. Ironically, when the British officer saw the smoke and came to
the island, he was hunting people himself.

At first glance, there is no similarity between Jack and Roger’s hunting Ralph,
and the British naval officer’s manhunt.  After all, the officer wears a uniform. He
does not dance wildly around a fire and scream, mimicking the hunt. He has the
authorization of his government to kill the men he is hunting, and he fills out the
appropriate paperwork before, during, and after his man-hunt.  And of course it goes
without saying that when a civilized person kills people, he does it properly. It is
bad form to kill people in the way that Roger kills the boy named Piggy, by rolling a
boulder down a hill at him; it is also bad form to kill Simon by swarming all over him
with sharp sticks, teeth, fists, and feet until he expires; and it is bad form to set the
entire island on fire to smoke out Ralph in order to kill him. Being civilized, the
British naval officer knows that there are rules for killing people. After all, one is
not an animal. And one displays proper comportment throughout the killing process,
because, again, one is not an animal.

Because Lord of the Flies contrasts the “unavoidable” random savagery of the
boys with the “unavoidable” highly organized savagery of the wars that people
constantly engage in, without holding forth any hope for peace on the personal or
international levels, perhaps we could say that Golding would define peace as a brief
period of illegal lying, illegal theft of natural resources and illegal murders, set
between periods of war, during which it is legal to lie, steal and murder people, as
long as one lies to, steals from, and murders the right people, and as long as one
maintains proper form while doing so.

The boys in Lord of the Flies range in age from around six, to twelve.

Our protagonist is Ralph, a tall, athletic boy of twelve who is initially elected
leader of the boys. Although not particularly intelligent, Ralph has a reasonably
well-developed sense of fairness, and he works hard at trying to build shelters and
keeping a signal fire going, to attract the attention of passing ships so that they can get
rescued.

Ralph gets advice from an intelligent, if nerdy and asthmatic, boy who
inadvertently reveals that his nickname at school was Piggy. And of course, boys
being boys, the name Piggy sticks; no one even asks what his real name is. Because
Piggy is determined to be a proper person, he tries to get the other boys to do various
things, most of which make sense; but his righteous, put-upon attitude makes it
difficult for the boys to listen to him. Piggy is killed by Roger, who rolls a boulder
down a hill at him.

Our antagonist is Jack--another older boy, who has two distinguishing
characteristics: he is the leader of the group of choirboys which comprises most of the
survivors of the plane crash, and interestingly, he becomes the leader of the boys who
hunt for pigs and who, under the influence of Jack and Roger, turn savage.
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Roger is another older boy; not possessing leadership qualities, he becomes
Jack’s able and willing assistant. As we move further into the book, we see Roger
evincing an increasingly hardened, pathological sadism that Jack uses to help enforce
his reign of terror; Roger degrades from teasing the younger boys, to brutalizing them.
When he kills Piggy, he is not sorry; rather, he exults in the experience and threatens
others with the same treatment.

If Piggy represents a largely unwelcome sense of “correctness” among the boys
because it is a purely intellectual, “This is the right thing to do,” correctness, Simon
represents the truly compassionate, unforced, mystical aspect of the human
personality. In contrast to Piggy, Simon does not try to figure out the nice or proper
thing to do in any given situation; rather, he is nice, as is evinced by his treatment of
the younger boys; and his actions throughout the story are motivated by a heart-felt
need to truly understand what is happening. In fact, he is the only one of the boys
who engages in a direct dialog with the essence of evil on the island, which tells him
that it resides not in the rotting pig’s head that the boys have impaled on a sharp stick
stuck in the ground and not in some ghostly wraith that supposedly floats around the
island at night, but rather, evil resides--more frighteningly--within the boys
themselves; the essence of evil tells Simon that no one is safe from it. Simon faints
from the emotional impact of this experience.

Meanwhile, Jack has whipped his followers--and even Ralph and Piggy--into a
frenzied dance as they recount how they hunted and killed a pig, and as they dance,
Simon has awakened and comes out of the forest. In their primal, dance-induced
trance, the boys think that Simon is the beast, and they beat him to death. Simon
desperately tries to convince them of who he is and what the evil beast told him, but
caught in the frenzy, they do not hear him.

Later, like a soldier returning from war, Ralph has time to consider that he was a
willing if temporarily insane accomplice to a horrific act of murder, and he enters into
the honest suffering that is the painful aspect of the legacy of people who kill other
people. Jack and Roger avoid the suffering by remaining buried in their primal urges
and not surfacing into rational thought or human-hearted feeling; they hate Ralph with
an intensity equaled only by--and caused by--their fear of the honest suffering that
they should enter in as a result of their cruelty.

The youngest boys, who are not much identified as individuals in the book, are
known simply as the “littluns.” A review states, “Although they do not always
comprehend what is going on around the island, the littluns are important people. . . .
They are the rest of society and often go with the flow and do what the bigguns are
doing. Most of them end up joining Jack, not because they can differentiate right
from wrong, but because Jack provides them meat and protection from the Beast.”

The authors of this paper agree with this contention: as depicted by Golding, it is
society’s “littluns”--the faceless, nameless masses who, when beaten into a frenzy by
the media or whoever is leading them around by the nose, are unable to tell right from
wrong, and who therefore end up being used as cannon fodder in whatever wars their
leaders want to engage in, including wars that forensic accountants and sociologists
would readily recognize as representing the legalized thievery and murder to which
we referred several paragraphs ago. And of course it is society’s “littluns” who more
or less willingly provide the taxes that fund wars because they are told they need
protection from whichever “evil beast” it is that comprises their current terrible enemy.
So yes, the littluns are important people.

But what is the theme of the entire book? Golding states, “The theme is an
attempt to trace the defects of society back to the defects of human nature. . . . The
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whole book is symbolic in nature except the rescue in the end where adult life appears,
dignified and capable, but in reality enmeshed in the same evil as the symbolic life of
the children on the island. The officer, . . . prepares to take the children off the island
in a cruiser which will presently be hunting its enemy in the same implacable way
[that Jack and Roger hunted Ralph]. And who will rescue the adult and his cruiser?”
(quoted from Epstein’s “Notes on Lord of the Flies” 204)

Indeed. Who will rescue the adult and his cruiser? In fact, who can rescue
them, for they--unlike the boys--have no awareness of needing rescue. For all our
trappings of civilization and culture, when we engage in warfare, we revert to
savagery. Does engaging in war in a “legal” fashion change the fact that the main
purpose is to Kkill people whom one disagrees? And does using modern weapons
instead of sharpened sticks reveal anything other than that our technology has gone so
far ahead of our hearts that we now could end all life on this planet? And that we have
arrived at this milepost of destructive power without cultivating an equally-potent
ability to heal the problems that we use our technology to create on such a massive
scale?

In his review of Lord of the Flies, E.L. Epstein says, “The Devil is not present [in
the book] in any traditional religious sense; Golding’s Beelzebub is the modern
equivalent, the anarchic, amoral, driving force that Freudians call the Id, whose only
functions seems to be to insure the survival of the host in which it is embedded or
embodied, which function it performs with tremendous and single-minded
tenacity. . . .The tenets of civilization, the moral and social codes, the Ego, the
intelligence itself, form only a veneer over this white-hot power, this uncontrollable
force, ‘the fury and the mire of human veins’” (205).

This is all true enough, as far as it goes. It is true of a great many
people--including perhaps some of our political leaders--that their civilization is
merely a thin veneer whose only actual function is to mask their psychotic
compulsion to make war. But one of our fundamental problems with Lord of the
Flies is that while it represents the human potential for savagery in full, gory,
blood-splattering detail, it fails to equally represent the goodness of the human spirit:
Simon and Piggy are left lying dead--human sacrifices at the feet of young murderers,
and Ralph is forced to flee for his life. Perhaps Golding presents humanity in this
light because of his experiences as an officer in the British navy during World War 1.

If we are to agree with Golding and attribute our evil actions to our inherently
evil nature, then for the sake of realism we should also make a point of attributing our
human-hearted actions to our equally-inherent good nature.

Reviewer E. L. Epstein says, “. . .the struggle between Ralph, the representative
of civilization with his parliaments . . . and Jack . . . is also, of course, the struggle in
modern society between those same forces translated onto a worldwide scale” (206).

While at first blush it might be tempting o believe that the British Parliament
stood on the side of sane, human-values civilization, in truth the British parliament
has often and clearly stood on the side of the very reversions to savagery that Golding
decries, and these Parliamentary reversions make Jack and Roger’s savagery seem
like the deeds of children. In fact, it seems that in behaving as they did on the island,
Jack and Roger may have been expressing not an evil inherent in humanity, but rather
an evil instilled in the British mass mind by the actions of such powerful corporations
as the East India Company, and the British Parliament, which has rather often acted as
an enforcement agency for the East India Company, sending the British military out
into the world to assist the East India Company in gaining an unconscionable level of
profit from their enterprises in China, India, and numerous other countries.
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Thom Hartmann (2002) maintains that the American Revolutionary War was a
direct result of the East India Company successfully lobbying the British Parliament
to pass laws favoring the Company’s efforts to drive out of business the smaller
American importers who brought tea into America in competition with the East India
Company. The East India Company was exempted from taxation and in fact given a
retroactive tax break that amounted to a gift of millions of dollars, while tea taxes on
smaller importers and shopkeepers were kept at prohibitively high levels. Also,
because the British crown held a substantial financial stake in the East India Company,
the crown indemnified the East India Company from any legal consequences for their
acts of thievery, murder, and coercion in and around America, India, China, and
numerous other countries (45).

Hartmann also states, “By the 1760’s, the East India Company’s power had
grown massive and worldwide. It had taken control of much of the commerce of India,
was aggressively importing opium into China to take control of that nation, . . .
under pressure from the East India Company the British government passed a series
of laws that increased the company’s power and influence, and reduced its
competition and barriers to international trade, including the Townshend Acts of 1767
and the Tea Act of 1773... the [American] colonists would openly state their defiance
of the East India Company and Great Britain by taking on British troops in an armed
conflict at Lexington and Concord . .. on April 19, 1775. That war . . . [was] triggered
by a transnational corporation” (11).

Woodham-Smith (1962) states that the union between Ireland and Britain, which
Britain forced upon Ireland, “. . . enabled England to use Ireland as a market for
surplus English goods; Irish industry collapsed, unemployment was widespread, and
Dublin . . . became a half-dead city”(16). Woodham-Smith cites the hangings,
torturings, and floggings that followed Ireland’s attempt to free itself from British
rule.

Richard L. Grossman (2001) states, “We have a long history of corporations
vetoing people’s laws and making their own. . . . Toward the end of the seventeenth
century, a new class of global merchants--architects of the expanding British
Empire--realized their need to “‘create’ or adapt agencies to enforce British law on the
one hand and restrain colonial legislatures on the other” (149).

John Mickelthwait and Adrian Wooldridge (2003) state that King Charles Il gave
the East India Company the power to declare war, and that in 1680 the company
accounted for nearly half of Britain’s trade. They also note that in 1767, the
company bought off the British Parliament . . . by promising the Crown 400,000
pounds a year in return for undisturbed possession of Bengal, India. This paved the
way for the East India Company to transform itself from a company that traded in
foreign ports, to a company that owned/governed foreign countries or parts thereof
(25-26).

Seaumas MacManus (1922) states, “. . . the Statute of Kilkenny [passed by the
British]. . . made it high treason to adopt the Irish dress, speak the Irish language,
practice the Irish customs, avail of the Irish laws . . . or intermarry with the Irish”
(402).

MacManus also remarks, “The slaughter of Irishmen was looked upon as literally
the slaughter of wild beasts. Not only men, but even women and children who fell
into the hands of the English, were deliberately and systematically butchered. Bands
of soldiers traversed great tracts of country, slaying every living thing they met . . .
Sir John Davies . . . in his book . . . [states that] their fertile possessions [the most
fertile lands in Ireland] were given to the . . . [English], and they went to co-habit with
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the snipe and badger among the rocks and heather” (403-06).

MacManus notes that according to the Penal Laws, “the Irish Catholic was . . .
forbidden to receive education, or enter a profession, to hold public office, engage in
trade or commerce, live in a corporate town or within five miles thereof, to own a
horse of greater value than five pounds, purchase land, lease land, accept a mortgage
on land in security for a loan, vote, or hold a life annuity” (458).

Roald Dahl (1984) was one of the most popular English language children’s
authors in the English language. In his autobiographical book, he recounts beatings
he received while attending a British school. One beating was administered by the
Head master of his school, who would later become the Archbishop of Canterbury.
The future archbishop beat Dahl until he was bloody. Another beating was
administered by an upperclassman at his school. According to Dahl, older boys were
allowed to beat younger boys, for discipline, for imaginary or forced infractions, or
simply because they felt like it.

Dahl also states, “Even today, whenever | have to sit for any length of time on a
hard bench or chair, | begin to feel my heart beating along the old line that the cane
made on my bottom some fifty-five years ago. . . . | would sit in the dim light of the
school chapel and listen to him [the future Archbishop of Canterbury] preaching about
the Lamb of God and about Mercy and Forgiveness and all the rest of it, and my
young mind would become totally confused. | knew very well that only the night
before this preacher had shown neither Forgiveness nor Mercy in flogging some small
boy who had broken the rules. . . . Did they preach one thing and practice another,
these men of God?” (49, 50, 120-21, 141-46)

While these recitations of the pathological cruelty of the British
government/corporate interests, school system, church, and society in general may
seem to be irrelevant to Lord of the Files, in fact they are quite relevant. The actions
of these manifestations of the British group mind powerfully influenced the general
mindset, motivations, and actions of people who lived in Britain at that time. In
other words, each act of barbaric, pathological cruelty that the government/corporate
interests, the church, the school system, and the society in general subjected people
to, had an effect on everyone in the country, particularly so because those acts were
widespread and commonplace.

If Golding felt that twelve year old British boys were utterly blank slates, were
blank human beings who, if left to their own devices on a tropical island, would enact
purely generic genetic human character flaws in their relationships with each other, he
was wrong. None of us would truly believe that if you take a newborn baby and
subject it to sadistic treatment for twelve years, the sadism will have no effect
whatsoever on the child’s character, on how the child tends to view and relate to life
and behave. We can’t treat a child that way for five years or one year, without a
reasonable expectation of creating emotional problems, and the longer it goes on, the
worse the problems are likely to become. How a child is treated has far more effect
on how he treats others than his genetic structure, unless there are genetic
abnormalities that render the child physically incapable of leading a normal human
life.

Golding’s theme is diametrically opposed to, and as seriously flawed as that of
Edgar Rice Burroughs. Edgar R. Burroughs, in writing Tarzan, seemed to be
indicating that the British genetic structure is so superior to all others that if a British
infant is abandoned in an African Jungle and raised by apes, that infant will grow up
to be the leader of the apes and lord of the jungle, feared and respected by all animals,
and mentally and physically superior to all of the black natives who unfortunately do
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not have the insurmountable advantage of having British genes. The British used
such presumptions of innate superiority to excuse their inhuman treatment of people
in China, India, America, Africa, and many other countries, where, in point of fact, the
people may have been ethically, socially, and spiritually superior to the British, if we
use behavior as a yardstick.

At the end of Lord of the Files, “Ralph wept for the end of innocence, the
darkness of man’s heart, . . .” (202). Ralph, during his time on that island, was
harmed by the predictable results of Jack and several of the other boys having been
raised in too close a proximity to people who maintained a behavioral veneer of
civilization and the external trappings of civilization such as language, a polite
manner, clothing, houses, cars, and airplanes, while acting under the urgings of a
primal compulsion to steal from, enslave, addict, torture, and murder among many
cultures that had done them no harm. In short, Ralph was inevitably affected by the
predictable results of having been raised in too close a proximity to the savage and
barbaric aspect of British culture.

E. L. Epstein states, “Golding’s Beelzebub is the modern equivalent, the anarchic,
amoral, driving force that Freudians call the Id, whose only function seems to be to
insure the survival of those in which it is embedded or embodied, which function it
performs with tremendous and single-minded tenacity. . . . The tenets of civilization,
the moral and social codes, the Ego, the intelligence itself, form only a veneer over
this white-hot power, this uncontrollable force. . .” (205).

This is true, but only of people in whom the tenets of civilization, moral and
social codes, the ego, the intelligence itself, form only a veneer over his white-hot
power, this uncontrollable force. E. L. Epstein (and the Freudian cult in general)
might deny it, but there are people who have harmonized this primal aspect of human
nature, and in these people, wholesome behavior runs bone-deep. We are not
referring to beating the Id out of people, which of course only makes matters worse;
we are referring to harmonizing it.

In conclusion, this paper argues that despite Golding’s opinions regarding his
work Lord of the Flies, the book is not a reflection of any innate evil in human beings;
rather, it is a compelling examination of the predictable effects that a sadistic culture
has on its young boys. It is a warning to parents: raise your children with discipline,
yes, but let it be a loving discipline. Then, rather than perpetuating your culture’s
crimes against humanity (and all cultures have, to one extent or another, at one time or
another, committed such crimes), your children will grow up to be good,
human-hearted people who perpetuate the wholesome goodness that resides at the true
center of your culture. This is the lesson of Lord of the Flies.

*Hereafter quotations from William Golding’s Lord of the Flies will be given page
numbers only.
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Abstract

Movies are good resources in English language classrooms. They are easily
accessible and authentic in language use. If adopted properly, they can be used to
capture the attention of the students and to increase their interest in integrated learning
skills. Recent studies have explored ways of using movies as an effective way to
boost students’ overall integrated comprehension and listening ability. Most of these
studies have investigated the effectiveness of using both L1 and L2 subtitles. The
finding of most studies is that subtitles are a valuable aid for EFL learners. In addition
to the presentation of information through pictures and sound, the textual support
from subtitles improves learners’ overall comprehension ability by enabling them to
visually confirm the heard message. In this paper, some of these studies will be
followed by a presentation of practical uses for movies in an EFL integrated learning
skills.

Keywords : EFL Learners, Movies, L1/L2 Subtitles, Integrated Learning Skills

# &

BEC RE R E R FHAAN A ARE TR - oa D Y A
e AR R R ke T L BB RE T RIS Y
AB VLA Aoy RSN Y v 4 o 1TE kG ML R Lmv?ﬂ?‘f%ﬂ’mﬂ AT
’E'?ig‘ﬁ'ﬁ ’I#&ﬂ-g‘ilﬂ,’_ﬁ’illi B ohag 4 oo KM E'T!,Ef-‘ p‘fﬂ?’ﬂi’: @ L]
LZ—?%ﬁj**‘i’iiﬁﬂ!—?%“ﬁ-ﬂ% 5‘333—‘& ?L#:{_:&ﬁn@“nél °K$7i§§§%
*ﬁ§3%@?%*W%w9‘P’%%ﬁ&ﬁﬂﬁ?iﬁﬁgm%&ﬂmm
Ao AT AR BIFIEEF & en ?ﬁ?ﬁ?*ﬁfﬁ#?n"ﬁﬂmi%’
BEFROFPIIREDLOSGLAPH HrIRRF PR W5 0 HE
dEES A TR B R PR

Magi CEFL 8% % T LUL2 3§ - sy i

180



B X By B Using Movies to Enhance College Students’ Integrated Learning Skills

1. Introduction

Advanced EFL/ESL students having comprehensive vocabulary and a good
command of grammar can still be deficient in their listening skills. Trying to get
suitable listening materials to use in class can be difficult. In the case of Class Audio
Program (Audio CDs), an important aspect of communication, body language is
completely absent. Such materials are inadequate in developing a fuller range of
listening strategies. A full length (60-120 minutes) DVD or Video Cassette Movie is
readily available and can be helpful to students as facial expressions and body
languages are visible. Finally, “video” can mean the use of feature films, what most of
us call “movies,” in whole or in part, to provide language examples and content.

Movies can provide realistic and meaningful dialogues in which the context of a
story can be seen. The speech may be more natural as it contains idiomatic
expressions, colloquial speech and expressions. Movies can also provide a
background for cross cultural studies, writing exercises and a medium for listening
comprehension exercises. Body language and facial expressions can be seen and
observed and in turn can help improve overall understanding of the movie itself.
Movies may also be useful in helping students develop listening and comprehension
strategies: contextual clues, inference, implications and nuance. As much as all this is
true, it is necessary to note that appropriate movies can be useful if situations are well
depicted. However many movies contain inappropriate language, excessive violence
and lurid scenes. These movies give a false impression of life in the society depicted.
In addition, most societies do not approve of the use of strong, vulgar language in
social situations; it is advisable to choose movies with care and to warn students
against the use of inappropriate language and against the depictions of violence, sex,
nudity, etc. Another factor to take into account is the accuracy of the transcriptions.
Often subtitles are only approximate and are not faithful transcriptions of the dialogue.
The Chinese translations of English dialogue are often inaccurate and can lead to
misunderstanding of the text. It is therefore important to see that the subtitles are
accurate transcriptions and that the translations from the original language are
reasonably accurate.

Movies provide and support not only realistic and meaningful situations but also
are a source of natural and contextual speech. A carefully chosen movie contains
contemporary English and idiomatic expressions as well as countless topics for cross—
cultural discussions or writing exercises. They are a medium for improving listening
comprehension and strategies such as the use of contextual clues, inference,
implication and nuance. Additionally movies provide visual models for the body
language appropriate to the listening comprehension and thus the overall
communication involved.

Movies not only allow the teacher to introduce variety and reality into the
classroom, but discussions based on movie content allow students to bring their own
background knowledge and experiences to the discussion (Braddock, 1996). Students
simply find watching movies pleasurable and enjoy talking about them. From a
motivational point of view, movies are the perfect choice for use in a language
learning classroom. This environment assumes that both instruction and learning take
place. The teacher finds ways to make movies an educationally viable platform for
teaching. This medium provides not only rich aural skills input, but also the use of
subtitles can expose students to visual (text) input as well.

DVD movies expose the students to a more naturally spoken language than that
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found in textbooks. Using movies with students allows the teacher to focus not only
on listening but also speaking, reading, writing, body language, and cross-cultural
topics. In addition, movies offer tired students a nice motivating push.

2. Literature Review

A well-chosen film can be of more value than simply a classroom activity. A film
can, if well-chosen, be used as a kind of “literary” study in its own right. By literary
study it means that a pre-viewing activity must be carried out before the actual
viewing. The pre-viewing activity consists of providing students with vocabulary list,
story line of the film, use of music, techniques to aid suspense, use of sets, etc. This
type of pre-viewing activity, if done correctly, can help promote understanding of the
film itself and encourage learners in their understanding of the target language.

Out of many studies related to movie use in the EFL context, those which
investigate different methods of using movie subtitles and their effectiveness are of
greatest interest and relevance to the current study. Many studies investigate the use of
L2 subtitles; few have examined the benefits of L1 subtitles. Lambert, Boehler, and
Sidoti (1981) studied the effects of using various combinations of L1 and L2 subtitles
and dialogue with fifth and sixth grade elementary learners studying French as a
second language. In their experiment, they used recording of French language radio
broadcasts along with a video screen to show the spoken dialogue (in subtitles). When
learners listened to the dialogue in their native language (English), and read the L2
(French) in the subtitles, they performed well on a L2 post-test. This study proved that
L1 auditory input can be processed easily and quickly, thus allowing the learner to use
the L2 text as a means to confirm comprehension of the target language. The
researchers suggested that L1 auditory input enabled the learner to use more efficient
top-down processing of the L2 textual input. They suggested that learners who use
television program and movies would benefit much more greatly simply by reading
the L2 script instead of having it translated into their L1.

A study by Markham (1989) also investigated the effectiveness of L2 subtitles.
While this study used only a limited number of subjects who were exposed to the
subtitles for a short amount of time, both low — and high — level students benefited
from the use of L2 subtitles. Markham noted that, not only is access to L2 subtitles
useful for aiding learners’ comprehension of technical video materials, but that their
use offers promise for simultaneously improving their listening and reading
comprehension.

Based on the above mentioned studies, it is apparent that L2 subtitles can greatly
aid learners’ comprehension of spoken dialogue in movies.

Stempleski and Tomalin (2001) in their most recent book Film suggested that
project work built around film materials for small groups could encourage students to
express their personal ideas, opinions and passionate discussions of their lived
experiences.

“Motivation” has been defined as “the extent to which certain stimuli, objects, or
events affect the occurrence or nonoccurrence of the behavior in question” (Usova &
Gibson, 1986, cited by Crump, 1995). The explanation for motivation focuses on
ideas such as the students’ excitement, interest, and enthusiasm about learning the
target language.

Films are highly motivating to students (Merino & Massi, 1996; Stempleski,
1987, Stoller, 1990), and they stimulate students’ interest in the target language (Allan,
1985; Jasper & Hess, 1995; Ogden & Ockey. 1996). The generation of interest and
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motivation can create a climate for successful learning. Ogden and Ockey (1996)
assert that films can make explanations clearer, grab the students’ interest, and are
adaptable to all levels of learners and very different lessons. Stempleski and Tomalin
(1990) contend that children and adults feel their interest quicken when the language
is experienced in a lively way through audio-visual media such as television or film.
Allan (1985) asserts that the combination of variety, interest, and entertainment in
films can help develop students” motivation.

Regarding to speaking and writing skills, films can act as “springboards” for
language production, practice and lively discussion in the classroom (Stoller, 1990).
Films can present contemporary issues and give students reasons and opportunities to
express their ideas and opinions, hence, a carefully chosen video can sharpen viewers’
critical thinking and speaking skills through the practice of in-class dialogues (Garrity,
1981; Stempleski, 1987). Dynamic films dealing with controversial, personal, and
social issues of our times can serve as catalysts for highly motivated spoken and
written exchanges of ideas and opinions (Morley & Lawrence, 1971).

As Lonergan (1995) points out, the combination of sound and vision is dynamic,
immediate and accessible. Communication can be shown in context, and many other
factors in communication such as the ages of characters, their sex, their relationships
to each other, their dress, social status, their actions and moods can be seen, and
paralinguistic information such as facial expressions or hand gestures can also be
presented. Linke (1981) confirms that movies provide not only realistic and
meaningful situations but also a source of natural and contextual speech.

Teachers who are showing keen interest in using films to motivate and enhance
students’ integrated English learning skills required to choose their teaching materials
carefully and design appropriate activities in order to overcome the possible
hindrances to using films in the classroom.

3. Movies in the Classroom

Being an English teacher can be a major challenge in the classroom. This is
because students in the classroom whose first language is not English but rather
Mandarin Chinese find English class dull and uninteresting; therefore, it is even more
challenging to motivate and to get students involved in the classroom, to make them
understand the text being taught and even help them speak English.

To improve the above mentioned situation and to arouse students' learning
interest, in recent years, it has become more common to use movies in class as an aid
to English Foreign Language Teaching. This is because movies have a few advantages
over other audiovisual materials, in that they allow the learner to use more of his
senses to gain clues to understand the material presented. The learner is able to gain
clues from listening to the sound track, as well as watching the action on the screen.
In many movies there are also subtitles to aid the understanding of the viewer. Good
movies can help and serve as a valuable pedagogical aid, both for classroom use and
self-study. The main goal is to arouse sensitivity in the learner and to give a stimulus
to stretch his/her self imagination and creativity. They contribute not only to the
development of learning skills but also to aesthetic appreciation of the story and
advanced technical aspects of the movie such as photography, special effects, music,
production, etc. Apart from being faced with language learning the student is
confronted with the socio-cultural environment in which the movie is set. In addition,
using movies in the classroom can engage students "to better understand course
material,” as indicated by Grant (2011).
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Videos of movies are a rich source of exciting material for classroom integrated
learning comprehension and fluency practice. It is intrinsically motivating to students
because of a popular art form. Braddock (1996) points out the realism of movies as
their strongest attraction. For example, a scene from the movie Witness makes the
culture of the Amish people come alive in a way that would otherwise be practically
impossible with any other medium. Summerfield (1993) highlights the benefits of
movies for cross-cultural learning: they speak to the emotions as well as the intellect;
they provide an entry point into controversial topics; and they act as catalysts, creating
interactions on the screen and, at the same time, in the audience.

To test the effectiveness of the EFL teaching through popular movies, in the EFL
classes, a DVD movie — The Blind Side — of approximately 100 minutes is used
throughout the Freshman English classes. The reason for choosing that particular
feature film is because, on one hand, it is related to the course material being taught in
the classroom; and on the other hand, it is contemporary, familiar to most students
(watched with subtitles), humorous, and culturally representative, of many Western,
especially American, social structures and current social mores. The language used in
it is natural, containing speech reductions and idiomatic expressions, as colloquial
English does. It has a high interest level and is artistically meritorious to work with in
all four language skill areas: listening, speaking, reading and writing.

The movie selected is used for two purposes: to increase vocabulary usage and
recognition, and to introduce content for discussions and conversations. Therefore, to
promote active viewing and make the most productive and constructive use of movies,
a methodology and a series of activities are designed to match those two purposes.
For example, selected scenes are shown to the students several times without the L2
subtitles to improve listening comprehension. Moreover, for each scene, various
activities are done to teach vocabulary, phrases, idioms and slang. After each scene
discussion about the content, comprehension checking of the scripts, and creation of
conversation based on the content and script dialogue are carried out.

To prepare students for the target language and content in each scene, vocabulary
building exercises are given out in advance. Discussion questions about the content
are distributed after watching a particular scene. This scaffolding is essential in
supporting learners in understanding the text and thereby the scene (Diaz-Rico, 2004).
When learners are presented with new language content they need to be able to build
a schema which will enable them to transfer this knowledge to the long term memory.
The students’ existing schemata are helpful in making these links and building new
schemata. Thus the building of new experiences is helpful in arousing interest and
attention. It stands to reason that if the learners have no knowledge of the language
and subject of the movie in question, then they are not going to make much sense of it,
therefore they will not be able to form mental links, build schemata and their interest
levels will be low and their motivation, likewise will be low. To prevent this from
happening, students need to be supported in their learning and a variety of preparatory
activities need to be carried out before the movie clip is shown (Diaz-Rico, 2004).

Usually a regular pattern of class activities are outlined as follow:

1. Vocabulary, phrases and idioms explanations are given: this activity "will
help students by allowing them to focus on key vocabulary terms as a way to
enhance their understanding of the language.” (Grant, 2011).

2. Students practice the pronunciation of the words and phrases which is

exposed in the scene. This will reinforce terms and vocabulary.
A 7-10 minute long scene from the movie is shown twice.
4. The script for the scene, written in English and Chinese handout is

w
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distributed to the students.

5. With script in hand, students are given additional comprehension and
discussion questions. These are done in small groups. The teacher spends
time with each group and participates in their discussion of the questions.
This platform acts as a focus for teacher-student interaction.

6. For the remaining 30-40 minutes of class, students will do a conversation
activity which is based on the given script or related to the content of the
scene. Again, discussion sessions allow student put into practice English and
reinforce their skills.

7. In the following week, new scene is watched.

Since the movie watched is broken down into many smaller scenes for the sake

of EFL teaching, for a better comprehension of the entire movie, a period of 90
minutes is given to watch without any interruption the full feature film without L2
subtitles but rather L1 subtitles. The reason for watching the movie without L2
subtitles, it is because at this stage, after going through all the activities, it is assumed
that students are already equipped with the necessary tools to be able to understand
the movie in its totality.

However, with class time being limited to 90 minutes once a week, there is a
danger of not allowing for ample conversation practice. Because the course is
designed to be an integrated learning skill, often discussions on themes from the
movie take precedence over colloquial English.

This is not a disadvantage as students need exposure to different forms of
English, and being able to respond appropriately in a formal academic context is an
important skill.

In exploiting a movie in class, the difficulty does not really lie in the movie itself
but in designing tasks from it. As stated above, the teacher should adapt the movie to
the students’ level of proficiency and conceptual competence.

The possibilities for using movie in the foreign language class are endless. A
movie depicts slices of real life, and as such, provides a realistic, authentic and
entertaining way of improving the students’ command of the language. They add fun
and involvement to the language classroom.

4. Strategies for Listening Comprehension

Researchers emphasize that training in note-taking strategies can facilitate and
enforce listening comprehension (Dunkel, Mishra and Berliner, 1989; Williams, 1984).
Taiwan-based researcher Teng (1994) confirmed this, and proposed the teaching of
note-taking skills as an effective strategy for the enhancement of student listening
comprehension skills.

In the video-based classroom, the authors and other researchers found that the
support of various subtitles and written scripts could greatly improve listening
comprehension (Danan, 1992; Goldman, 1988; Holobow et al, 1984; Lin, 1996;
2000a; Vanderplank, 1993). Authentic listening materials are also suggested as a
means of giving students with more realistic contexts in order to arrive at a better
understanding of the input (Benson, 1989; Ur, 1984).

As mentioned above, using movies with students allows the teacher to focus not
only on listening but also speaking, reading, and writing. To get students participate in
the classroom a movie sheet (see appendix 1) is given to them to test their listening
comprehension and writing ability. After correcting the movie sheet and analyzing
their answers, teachers can get an idea of their understanding of the movie, their
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writing ability, or simply their progress.
5. Testing Listening Comprehension Via L1 Subtitles

While studies have shown the advantages of using L2 subtitles (Hirose and
Kamei, 1993; Lambert, Boehler, and Sidoti, 1981, Markham, 1989), there are still
many ways to make practical and effective use of L1 subtitles.

Chinese students learning English know that subtitle translations are not always
accurate. And they often do not understand the reason for this. Encouragements are
given to the students to pick up new English vocabulary and phrases when they watch
a movie while reading and listening the subtitles carefully.

The translation exercise of English into Chinese, in combination with the
vocabulary homework, gives students thorough support for understanding the
vocabulary before and while watching the scenes. By the time that students receive
the printed English script, they have already learned many of the words and taken the
step towards understanding them. The integrated learning activities are well designed
to explore the topics which the vocabulary relate to and put the proper usage of words
in conversation.

6. Results

In order to know the effectiveness of this teaching methodology by using popular
movies in the EFL classroom, two tests are administered to the students: one before
watching the movie and the other after the movie. The test is designed into three parts:
listening comprehension, reading comprehension, and short essays. Oral test is not
included due to the limited class time. The same test is given twice with the outcome
of the first test being poorer than the outcome of the second test (see appendix 2). In
the first test (pre-test), the lowest score is 50 while the highest is 82. In the second test
(post-test), the lowest score is improved greatly by 10 points to 60 and the highest
score is 84.

The graph indicates that one student (student 41) gained a zero difference (76/76),
thus s/he did not either improve or decline on the post-test over the pre-test. The graph
also indicates that one student (student 9) gained a lower score on the post-test over
the pre-test (79/82). To sum up, it is clearly seen that students showed a general,
overall, improvement on the post-test (see Fig. 1), thus making this methodology
useful and helpful to students for learning English by using movies or DVDs.

Fig. 1 Schematic of post-test scores vs. pre-test scores
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7. Conclusion

As the current research on the effectiveness of using movies as an EFL
instructional medium has proved, textual support is essential for helping student better
comprehend the spoken dialogue with natural language in a realistic and culturally
meaningful context. The studies researched the effects of L2 subtitles. This paper, in
contrast, has tried to show the advantages of L1 subtitles and student response to such
a method was positive. It is good to make use of native language subtitles when no
other choice is available. Chun (1996) lists many advantages of using movies in DVD
formats. The features are relevant to their use in language classrooms, for example,
movies in DVD formats have the capability of many subtitle channels, and interactive
features such as slow motion and multiple movie endings. It is possible to explore the
validity of reverse subtitling with the help of DVDs. More research needs to be
carried out with Chinese learners of EFL to determine the effectiveness of L2 subtitles
as aid in the comprehension of spoken dialogue and recall of expressions presented
through visual media.

Video-taped movies thus provide the teacher with a language source that is
suitable for focusing on not only listening but also any or all of the other three basic
language skills — speaking, reading, and writing.
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APPENDIX 1

Class: Freshman English

“The Blind Side”, answer the following questions.
Name:

I. While watching: Note the people that you see in the scene or movie.

I1. While watching: Note the locations that you see in the scene or movie.

I11. While watching: Note the events that you see in the scene or movie.

IV. After watching: In a few words, give the main idea of the scene or movie.

V. In your opinion, what was the main purpose of the movie? For example, to give
information, to entertain, etc.

VI. Were there words or phrases in the scene or movie that were new to you? Write
them down.

VII. Based on the context of the scene or movie, can you give a definition or sample
sentence of the new words or phrases written down in the previous question?

VIII. If you were one of the movie characters, what would you do differently?

IX. About you: Do you identify with any of the characters of the movie? If yes, with
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whom?

X. What are the things you learned from the scene or movie?
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APPENDIX 2
Scores List
post- & | post- pre- post- & | post- pre- post- & | post- pre-
pre-| test test Pre-| test test pre-| test test
students sores scores || students sores scores || students sores scores
1 78 76 21 76 70 41 76 76
2 80 76 22 74 65 42 79 73
3 77 72 23 70 65 43 77 61
4 83 82 24 67 61 44 60 50
5 74 65 25 65 55 45 75 70
6 76 71 26 63 55 46 73 64
7 74 67 27 64 55 47 67 55
8 72 68 28 64 55 48 74 69
9 79 82 29 64 56 49 75 68
10 74 65 30 74 65 50 70 65
11 74 71 31 63 50 51 63 50
12 80 72 32 68 63 52 72 66
13 78 75 33 74 66 53 75 71
14 78 67 34 75 64 54 72 64
15 75 66 35 74 68 55 68 56
16 77 70 36 72 68 56 80 77
17 76 66 37 68 54 57 78 73
18 74 69 38 70 64 58 84 78
19 74 71 39 70 62 59 77 64
20 67 59 40 76 72
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Abstract

This study evaluates effects of teaching English word variations (EWVs) with
small-scale partial dictation on Taiwanese EFL university students’ listening
comprehension. Participants included two experienced female English teachers and
six Freshman English classes of Engineering majors at a university in northern
Taiwan. Each teacher was randomly assigned to teach three intact classes, each
meeting three periods per week: approximately two periods for reading instruction
and one for listening activities. Overall listening instructional time was about twelve
periods per class, six before and after midterm exam in Week 9. Teaching materials
for reading, vocabulary, and listening were identical. Both teachers taught eight units
of unified listening textbook, Target Listening with Dictation (Zeter, 2009) a semester
with four units before and after midterm exam. The only difference between these
teachers’ listening instruction is that Teacher A focused more on teaching English
word variations (Experimental Group), Teacher B listening for key words (Control
Group). Teacher A also gave a fifty-minute EWV instruction, mainly focusing on flap
t, four types of linking (i.e., C-V, V-V, C-C, C-V), two types of deletion (i.e., th-,
h-deletion), and reduction of function words (e.g., and pronounced as an or a). The
Listening section of an American Language Course Placement Tests (ALCPT) was
employed as pretest and posttest to assess participants’ listening comprehension in
Weeks 1 and 16. Results of paired-samples t tests show both groups made significant
improvement on posttest, suggesting both teachers’ listening instruction as effective.
Results of independent-samples t tests indicate the Experimental Group receiving
more EWV instruction and practice obtained higher mean gain score (posttest minus
pretest) than the Control Group, though the distinction (p=.060) did not quite reach
significant level (p<0.05). Based on the overall results of this study, EFL teachers are
advised to teach EWVs with partial dictation to enhance students’ English listening
comprehension. Moreover, discrepancy in gain score between groups may either
diminish or expand over time, which calls for a longitudinal study.

Keywords: English word variations, connected speech, partial dictation,
word recognition, word segmentation, listening comprehension
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l. Introduction

Many EFL learners have difficulties in (a) recognizing familiar words by
sounds (word recognition) and (b) segmenting a connected expression into individual
words (word segmentation) due to complicated English word variations occurring in
normal-speed connected input (Cross, 2009a; Fan, 1993; Fan, 2003; Field, 2000, 2003,
2004, 2008; Goh, 2000; Huang, 1999; Kuo, 2010; Kuo & Yang, 2009; Lee & Kuo,
2010; Lin, 2003; Sun, 2002; Tsai, 2004; Tsui & Fullilove, 1998; Wilson, 2003; Yen,
1988). To solve the pervasive word recognition problem existing among
Mandarin-speaking EFL learners, Goh (2000) and Tsai (2004) proposed the activity of
listening while reading to help listeners associate spoken forms of words (i.e., sounds)
with their written forms (i.e., spellings), which in turn strengthens the sound-to-word
relationships in their long-term memory and enhances word recognition.

To solve the word segmentation problem, Fan (2003) proposed directly and
explicitly teaching English word variation (EWV) rules. Lee & Kuo (2010) later
found using communicative tasks to teach EWVs worked better than explicitly
teaching rules for Taiwanese EFL junior high school students to augment their word
segmentation ability. Both studies tended to support teaching EWVs to solve
Taiwanese EFL learners’ word segmentation problem, which in turn might enhance
their listening comprehension.

Although Fan’s (2003) study found using small-scale partial dictation of EWVs
could significantly enhance EFL Taiwanese university students’ word segmentation
ability within five weeks (fifteen minutes per week), her study lacked a Control Group.
Some such progress might come from overall English proficiency improvement,
making it hard to decide to what extent such significant improvement was attributed
to explicitly teaching and practice with EWVs. Lee & Kuo (2010) improved Fan’s
research design by including a Control Group (no EWV instruction) to compare
effects of two connected-speech teaching activities on partial dictation subtest and
listening comprehension subtest: explicitly teaching rules of connected speech
(Experimental Group 1) vs. using communicative tasks (Experimental Group 2). Their
results showed that the group learning connected-speech rules with communicative
tasks significantly outperformed those learning from explicit rules teaching as well as
the Control Group on partial dictation post-subtest of connected speech but
non-significant improvement among three groups on listening comprehension
post-subtest after three weeks of treatment, 15 minutes per day, five days a week (3 x
15 min. x 5 = 225 min.). One possible reason for non-significant improvement in
listening comprehension post-test among three groups might be that it takes longer to
make significant progress in overall listening comprehension than in small-scale
partial dictation of connected speech (assessing word segmentation ability), since the
latter (word segmentation) is the first phase of the former (listening comprehension),
which consists of three phrases: word perception (word recognition and word
segmentation), parsing, and utilization (Anderson, 1995, cited in Goh, 2000, p. 57).
After EFL listeners comprehend words in connected speech, they need to parse and
utilize them to get the main idea or sentence meaning.

Moreover, the first phase of listening comprehension entails word recognition
(matching word sounds with forms and/or meanings). Thus, EFL learners also need
time and practice with word recognition, which may be enhanced by listening while
reading or large-scale partial dictation of authentic material. In other words, EFL
learners usually need longer time (one or two semesters rather than three or five
weeks) or more practice with small-scale (partial) dictation of EWVs to enhance their
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word segmentation ability as well as large-scale partial dictation of authentic material
to augment word recognition ability. This hypothesis that significant progress in
listening comprehension takes longer than three or five weeks was inferred from both
Rahimi’s study (2008) and Kuo’s studies (2009, 2010) which empirically proved
either small-scale dictation of EWVs or large-scale partial dictation of authentic
material was effective in boosting listening comprehension after twelve or more
weeks of such practice rather than three to five weeks. However, this hypothesis calls
for empirical study. This study was conducted to test this hypothesis and attempted to
answer the research questions:

1. Can twelve-week (fifty minutes/week) listening instruction containing
small-scale partial dictation of two or three short dialogues at normal speech with
some EWVs followed by ten-minute explicit EWV teaching and practice significantly
improve Taiwanese EFL university students’ listening comprehension?

2. Can twelve-week (fifty minutes/week) listening instruction containing
small-scale partial dictation of key words in two or three short dialogues at normal
speech followed by ten-minute explicit explanation of listening for key words
significantly improve Taiwanese EFL university students’ listening comprehension?

3. Is there a significant group mean difference in gain score on listening
comprehension posttest when Experimental Group focuses more on partial dictation
of EWVs, Control Group partial dictation of key words after twelve-week training?

Il. Literature Review

This section mainly reviews dictation and further categorizes it into (a)
small-scale (full) dictation, (b) large-scale partial dictation, and (c) small-scale partial
dictation. When both (full) dictation and partial dictation serve primarily as a
teaching/learning tool, each shares the advantages of providing feedback on learners’
perceptual errors and thus arousing their consciousness or awareness of these errors
(Field, 2008; Kuo, 2010; Kuo & Yang, 2009; Nation and Newton, 2009). The
following subsections review (full) dictation and partial dictation used primarily as a
teaching/learning tool and/or secondarily as a testing tool.

A. Small-scale (Full) Dictation

To alleviate two pervasion EFL/ESL decoding difficulties (word recognition
and word segmentation), Field (1998, 2000, 2003, 2008) consistently proposed a
small-scale dictation approach to arouse listeners’ awareness and provide intensive
practice of their identified and potential decoding problems. In this approach,
listening instructors first identify listeners’ decoding problems or difficulties and then
design micro-scale dictations or exercises intended to answer or resolve them. Field
(2008) further elaborated that dictated passages or sentences should be read in an
authentic (natural and informative) way or gleaned from a naturalistic or authentic
recording. In sum, Field’s dictation activity features (a) small amount of acoustic
input and time, (b) authenticity, and (c) focus on one specific decoding or listening
problem at a time.

Rahimi (2008) administered 50 small-scale dictations within one semester [(3
times a week x 17 weeks)-1 = 50] as a teaching tool similar to Field’s (1998, 2000,
2003, 2008) to 34 Iranian EFL university students who achieved significantly higher
gain scores on listening comprehension, reading comprehension, vocabulary, and
grammar post-tests than their 31 counter peers who received no dictation. The length
of dictation texts ranged from 50 to 150 words and each text was read three times with
the first and third times read at normal speed while reading in chunks with a pause
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between two chunks at the second time. The number of running words for students to
listen for and transcribe within a semester ranges from 2500 to 7500 words. Rahimi’s
(2008) results gave credibility to Field’s proposal for utilizing small-scale dictation as
a teaching technique to enhance FL/L2 listeners’ decoding ability.
B. Partial Dictation

Nation and Newton (2009) considered partial dictation as an easier variant of
full dictation and a plausible activity in enhancing FL/L2 listening ability. Students
are provided with an incomplete written text and fill in missing words while listening
to an oral version of the text. Some FL/L2 researchers recommended the use of partial
dictation as a reliable, valid, and plausible listening test (Buck, 2001; Hughes, 1989;
Nation & Newton, 2009). For instance, Buck (2001) supports Hughes’ (1989)
suggestion on the use of partial dictation for low-level students when dictation proved
too difficult for the students. Partial dictation helps students focus on missing parts,
making it easier for them to follow the text and/or to get its main points. Lin (2003)
reported that the cloze-test task or partial dictation was regarded as helpful by her
Taiwanese 10th grade higher achievers in comprehending authentic English
broadcasts. Following reports two types of partial dictation in terms of quantity.

Large-scale partial dictation

To pay balanced attention to decoding training with small-scale dictation
proposed by Field (2000, 2003, 2008) and exposure to large amounts of
comprehensible and/or authentic listening by many FL researchers (Cross, 2009b;
Dupuy, 1999; Krashen, 1996; Nation & Newton, 2009; Nunan, 2002; Ridgway, 2000;
Kuo, 2010; Kuo & Yang, 2009), integrated large-scale partial dictation derived from
Field’s small-scale full dictation with listening to an English teaching radio program
to enhance Taiwanese EFL university students’ listening comprehension obtained
significant effects both times (Kuo, 2010; Kuo & Yang, 2009). Partial dictation was
adopted mainly as a teaching/learning tool and secondarily as a testing one to provide
sufficient decoding practice and arouse students’ awareness of decoding difficulties or
errors (e.g., word recognition and word segmentation), while listening to an English
teaching radio program with about 3000 running words for each daily program was
utilized to expose students to large amounts of listening with many known words.
Compared with Field’s small-scale full dictation, Kuo’s (2010, 2009) partial dictation
of an English radio program (Kuo, 2010; Kuo & Yang, 2009) provides more input
(about 3000 running words for each weekly listening homework) but consumes much
more out-of-class time (2-6 hours per week) for weekly listening homework.

Small-scale partial dictation

Fan (2003) significantly enhanced EFL Taiwanese university students’ word
segmentation ability (assessed by partial dictation) after five weeks of partial dictation
of EWVs (fifteen minutes per week). However, Fan’s study did not assess
participants” overall listening comprehension, raising a question of whether such
instruction can significantly improve EFL university students’ overall listening
comprehension. If so, how long will it take? As mentioned above, her study had no
control group; some progress might come from overall English proficiency
improvement, making it hard to decide to what extent such significant improvement
could be attributed to explicit teaching of and practice with EWVs.

Lee & Kuo (2010) improved Fan’s design by adding a control group and
assessing overall listening comprehension besides word segmentation ability. One of
their purposes was to probe effects of three-week small-scale explicit EWV teaching
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on Taiwanese ninth graders’ word segmentation ability (evaluated by partial dictation
of EWVs) and overall listening comprehension of short dialogues and statements
(rated by multiple-choice questions). Their posttest results showed Experimental
Group 1 receiving three weeks of explicit EWV teaching (15 minutes per day, five
days a week) did not outperform the Control Group receiving no EWV teaching in (a)
word segmentation and (b) overall listening compression, which indicate three weeks
of explicit EWV teaching along with small-scale partial dictation of EWVs
insufficiently enhancing Taiwanese ninth graders’ word segmentation ability and
overall listening comprehension. Lee & Kuo’s non-significant results differ from
Fan’s (2003) significant findings in terms word segmentation ability. One possible
reason for this disparity might be that junior high EFL learners need more time to
significantly improve their word segmentation ability than university students.
However, this speculation merits in-depth research.

Moreover, Lee & Kuo (2010) reported that three weeks of EWYV instruction
failed to significantly enhance ninth graders’ overall listening comprehension, which
warrants more studies of how long it takes to improve overall listening
comprehension significantly through explicit EWV teaching along with partial
dictation of EWVs for Taiwanese EFL learners at different ages and language
proficiency. This study was conducted to fulfill one such need by investigating if
twelve-week partial dictation of EWVs can significantly boost Taiwanese university
students’ overall listening comprehension.

I11. Research Methodology

A. Participants and Freshman English Course

Participants included two female English teachers and six intact classes of
Freshman English, all Engineering majors at a university in Northern Taiwan. Each
teacher was randomly assigned to teach three classes. Freshman English is a
three-credit required course for all freshmen at this university and thus contains three
fifty-minute class periods per week. The class met twice with two consecutive periods
at one time and one period at the other. One teaching goal of Freshman English is to
enhance students’ listening comprehension, and nearly one-third of instructional time
(i.e., one class period per week) was scheduled to improve students’ listening ability.
About 30% of the final grade was derived from listening-related activities, such as
quiz and homework. Three main teaching materials (Real Reading 3, New TOEIC
Vocabulary, and Target Listening with Dictation) were unified and aimed at enhancing
reading, vocabulary, and listening, respectively.

B. Listening Material, Listening Instruction and Treatments

Both teachers used the same listening textbook, Target Listening with Dictation
(Zeter, 2009), designed for intermediate to advanced levels and featuring (a) real-life
themes and (b) normal speed. Each unit entails five subsections: (1) Vocabulary, (2)
Vocabulary Practice, (3) Warm-up Listening Exercises, (4) Practice Test, and (5)
Dictation Exercises. Twelve class periods were allocated to eight units of this
textbook in one semester, six periods for four units before and after midterm exam.
Both teachers followed the teaching procedures designed by the textbook in the
following sequence: (1) teaching Part I. Vocabulary (5-10 minutes), (2) doing Part I1.
Vocabulary Practice (0-5 minutes), (3) doing and explaining Warm-up Listening
Exercises (0-10 minutes), (4) administering a listening quiz (15-20 minutes)
containing (a) 12-15 multiple-choice listening comprehension questions from Part IV

198



Bz & B 57 i A ap Effects of Small-Scale Partial Dictation of English Word Variations

Practice Test (7-8 minutes) and (b) partial dictation of two or three short dialogues
(8-12 minutes). Right after the quiz, both teachers spent 10-15 minutes explaining the
answers to multiple-choice items (about 3-8 minutes) and explicitly teaching EWVs
(more frequently done by Teacher A) or key words (more frequently done by Teacher
B) especially occurring in the partial dictation part (5-10 minutes). Most units could
be completed within one class period or one and a half class periods (50-75 minutes)
and only few (e.g. Unit Five) took two class periods (100 minutes).

The only difference between these two teachers’ listening instructions is that
Teacher A focused more on teaching EWVs (Experimental Group), Teacher B on
listening for key words (Control Group). Therefore, when they designed partial
dictation of two or three dialogues for the listening quiz, Teacher A specifically chose
the dialogues with more connected expressions and had students partially dictate them
with words already learned. When she explained multiple-choice comprehension
items, she also focused on explaining or arousing students’ attention to EWVs in
addition to providing answers to them and explaining some key words or new words
occurring on the testing items. She sometimes had students repeat the connected
expressions after her or recordings to familiarize them with these connected
expressions. Moreover, Teacher A gave a fifty-minute instruction of EWVs, mainly
focusing on (a) flap t (e.g., writer pronounced as rider), (b) reduction of function
words (e.g., “and” pronounced as an or a), (c) two types of deletion (i.e., th- and
h-deletion), and (c) four types of linking: consonant-vowel (C-V), vowel-vowel (V-V),
consonant-consonant (C-C), and C-V. On the other hand, Teacher B’s partial dictation
quiz focused more on listening for key words and/or content words. When she
checked the answers to listening questions, she focused more on explaining why some
words were considered key words in such questions. However, when connected
expressions occurred to her partial dictation of short dialogues and/or students had
questions for them, she also explained them to students without specific emphasis on
EWVs.

C. Instrument

The Listening section of an American Language Course Placement Test
(ALCPT) was employed as pretest and posttest to assess participants’ listening
comprehension in Week 1 and Week 16. The ALCPT is a valid and reliable test
(Cheng, et al., 2004), developed by the Defense Language Institute English Center of
the United States. Its purpose is to assess the non-native English speakers’
comprehension of basic English and frequently-used English military expressions.
Each ALCPT contains two parts: [1] Listening, which consists of 66 multiple-choice
items, and [2] Reading, which is composed of 34 multiple-choice items. The
Listening Part assesses basic English listening ability, grammar competence, and
vocabulary (Cheng, et al., 2004) in two subsections. Subsection One consists of 56
items; test takers choose the best answer for each item based on a statement or
question they hear. Subsection Two contains 10 items; test takers choose the best
answer for each based on dialogue between a man and a woman. A point is assigned
for a correct answer, with a maximum score of 66. The time for taking the listening
test is about 25 minutes.

D. Data Analysis

Paired-samples t tests were first conducted to examine if participants in both
groups made significant improvements in listening comprehension. Afterwards,
independent samples t tests were employed to investigate intergroup mean
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differences in pretest and posttest scores as well as gain score (posttest minus pretest).

IV. Results and Discussion

A. Effectiveness of Both Teachers’ Listening Instructions

The table below reports results of paired-samples and independent-samples t
tests for both groups. Results of pair-samples t tests in Table 1 indicate each group
scored significantly higher on the posttest than on the pretest, suggesting both
teachers’ listening instruction effectively enhancing their EFL university students’
listening comprehension. The significant results also suggest that both partial
dictation of key words and partial dictation of EWVs are effective to enhance
Taiwanese EFL university students’ listening comprehension. These significant results
concur with some researchers’ (Kuo, 2010; Kuo & Yang, 2009; Lin, 2003; Nation &
Newton, 2009) claim that partial dictation can effectively enhance language learners’
listening comprehension. Moreover, the significant results of paired-samples t tests
also suggest listening instruction should include listening for and explaining EWVs
and/or key/content words.

Table : Results of Paired-samples and Independent-Samples T Tests for Both Groups

n Pretest Posttest Gain pl
Experimental | 71 31.52 37.49 5.97 *,000
Control 67 34.15 38.49 4.34 *.000
Mean Dif. -2.63 -1.00 1.63
p2 .082 516 .060

Note. “p1” refers to the p-value of paired-samples t test; “p2” refers to the
p-value of independent-samples t test.

However, the significant results of paired-samples t test on listening
comprehension scores for Experimental Group in this study are incompatible with Lee
& Kuo’s (2010) non-significant results. Four factors might account for such
incongruence: (a) participant, (b) EWV teaching method, (c) duration of EWV
teaching and (d) sensitivity of listening comprehension test. First, this study’s
participants were university students with more and better vocabulary and English
proficiency than Lee & Kuo’s ninth graders. It may be easier for the former with
higher proficiency to progress in listening comprehension. Second, small-scale partial
dictation used in this study might be more effective to teach EWVs than explicit
teaching and communicative method employed by Lee & Kuo because the former
holds advantages of arousing learners’ awareness of their listening difficulties and
errors and thus catching their attention. Third, to obtain significant effects of EWV
teaching on EFL learners’ overall listening comprehension takes longer than three
weeks. Lee & Kuo’s three weeks of EWV teaching might be too short for ninth
graders to make significant progress in overall listening comprehension, a complex
process needing both bottom-up skills (e.g., word recognition and word segmentation)
to get word meanings and top-down skills (e.g., parsing and utilizing) to get sentence
meanings or main idea of a dialogue or short passage. Three weeks of EWV teaching
with 75 minutes per week probably is too short to enhance EFL learners’ listening
comprehension significantly. Fourth, the listening comprehension test Lee & Kuo
adopted might not be sensitive enough to detect moderate listening comprehension
progress. On the other hand, the listening comprehension test employed in this study
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is a valid and reliable test (Cheng, et al., 2004), developed by the Defense Language
Institute English Center of the United States, with the main purpose to assess the
non-native English speakers’ comprehension of basic English. It might be sensitive
enough to detect moderate listening comprehension progress.

Moreover, these significant results paired-samples t tests also suggest that the
listening text book, Target Listening with Dictation, both teachers used, can
effectively enhance Taiwanese EFL university students’ listening comprehension with
five subsections for each unit: (a) Vocabulary, (b) Vocabulary Practice, () Warm-up
Listening Exercises, (d) Practice Test, and (e) Partial Dictation Exercises. These five
subsections are easy for teachers and learners to follow from easier activities to more
difficult ones. Three crucial common factors for the first researcher and both
Freshman English teachers to choose Target Listening with Dictation as listening text
book are as follows: (a) normal speed, (b) listening practice test, and (c) partial
dictation exercises. These three advantages facilitated both teachers’ instruction,
especially partial dictation exercises. For examples, Teacher A used partial dictation as
a teaching/learning and testing tool to teach and arouse students’ awareness of
connected expressions occurring in normal-speed dialogues. Teacher B also used it as
a teaching/learning and testing tool to guide students to listen for key or content words.
Although partial dictation was used for different teaching/learning focuses, it
significantly enhanced all participants’ listening comprehension.

B. Comparing Effects on Listening Comprehension: Focus on EWVs versus Key
Words

Results of independent-samples t tests (Table 1) show that both groups differed
non-significantly on both pretest and posttest, suggesting each had similar listening
proficiency before and after their twelve-week listening training. When investigating
gain score (posttest minus pretest), the Experimental Group obtained a higher mean
gain score (5.97) than the Control Group (4.34), with a p-value (0.06) close to
significant level (p<0.05). Although the results of gain score are non-significant, they
still imply that partial dictation of EWVs yields better effects on listening
comprehension than partial dictation of key words to some extent. Based on
Experimental Group’s significant results of paired samples t test and higher mean gain
score than Control Group’s, teaching EWVs with small-scale partial dictation can be
considered effective to boost EFL university students’ listening comprehension. EFL
teachers are thus advised to include this activity in their listening instruction.

Moreover, such current disparity in mean gain score may diminish or enlarge
over time. However, such inspection calls for further or longitudinal research. If either
phenomenon (e.g., disparity in group mean gain score diminishing or expanding over
time) appears in follow-up investigation, its causes also merit investigating.

Furthermore, one issue is worthy of attention and discussion here. Although
Teacher B (Control Group) focused more on listening for key/content words with
partial dictation as a teaching and testing tool, she also explained EWVs occasionally
occurring in partial-dictation texts. Although Teacher B did not emphasize EWVs on
purpose like Teacher A, such occasional EWV teaching via partial dictation may
arouse some participants’ attention to or awareness of listening difficulties or errors
arising from EWVs and thus had positive effects on their listening comprehension to
some extent. As a result, such occasional EWV teaching by partial dictation might
diminish group mean difference in gain score on the posttest. One way to test this
hypothesis is to have Teacher B avoid teaching EWVs to one randomly selected class
in the second semester and maintain the same teaching method for the other two, then
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compare gain score (Listening Test 3 minus Listening Test 2) between two types of
teaching: with vs. without occasional EWYV teaching.

V. Conclusion, Implication, Limitations, and Suggestions

A. Conclusion

This study investigated effects of small-scale partial dictation of EWVs on
university EFL learners’ listening comprehension by comparing effects with those of
small-scale partial dictation key/content words. Significant results of paired-samples t
test suggest that 12-week small-scale partial dictation of either EWVs or key/content
words could significantly enhance EFL university students’ listening comprehension.
The Experimental Group (partial dictation of EWVs) obtained a higher mean gain
score than the Control Group (partial dictation of key/content words) with a p=.060,
suggesting partial dictation of EWVs vyielded better effects on listening
comprehension than partial dictation of key words to some extent.

B. Educational Implication

Based on the aforementioned results and conclusions, EFL teachers are advised
to use small-scale partial dictation to teach EWVs to elevate learners’ word
segmentation ability and listening comprehension.

C. Limitations and Suggestions for Future Studies

This study contains two weaknesses in research methodology. First, there might
be teacher effect because each group was taught by a different teacher. To avoid
teacher effect, future studies should have both groups taught by the same teacher.
Second, there might be partial-dictation effect, an extraneous effect, since partial
dictation is advocated to enhance listening comprehension by some researchers (Buck,
2001; Hughes, 1989; Kuo, 2010; Kuo & Yang, 2009; Nation & Newton, 2009). To
solve this problem, the Control Group in future studies should not be exposed to
partial dictation activity. Moreover, Teacher B sometimes explained or taught EWVs
occurring in partial-dictation quizzes to the Control Group, which might decrease
disparity in mean gain score between groups in this study. Thus, the Control Group in
future research should be given as little EWV instruction as possible.
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