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Abstract

The North African campaign during World War II started from September 1940 when Italy
invaded Egypt, a British colonial state. The campaign ended in May 1943 after Nazi Germany
withdrew from North Africa. The North African campaign lasted two years and eight months.
During the war, both sides switched from offense to defense back and forth. Issues about
the North African campaign have been translated and commented by publications in Taiwan.
Among those comments, many criticized commanders from both sides for their ineffectiveness
during operations. Nevertheless, the main reason for the failure in the battlefield was due to
lack of supplies. Because North Africa was considered by both Allies and Axis as a minor
theater, the priority of main supplies must be given to the major theaters. Therefore, how
much resources can be offered to the North Africa battlefields depended on situation in the
major battlefields. However, the Allies determined to consider the North Africa as the major
battlefield in early 1942, therefore altered the outcome of the campaign.
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