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Abstract

The Battle of Sarhii refers to a series of conflict between the Manchu in late Qin dynasty
and Ming Dynasty of China in the 17th century. In this battle two hundred thousand troops
were deployed, making it one of the largest wars around the world at that time. The war turned
over the advantage of the Ming Dynasty and founded the basis for Manchurian subsequent
invasion. Although being inferior in terms of military size, Nurhachu, the Manchurian leader,
defeated the Ming troops by concentrating his army and vanquishing the opponents on
their “four routes.” The war is a good example of “operation on interior lines” in military
theory. Adopting the perspective of field strategy, this paper analyzes the relative strength and
weakness of both sides to highlight the key points of the Manchu's victory. While the case
was 400 years ago, and the weapons, strategies, and the methods of command used then were
quite different from they are today, certain principles of war remain valid. Today, facing the
PRC's continuing growth in military strength, the ROC has no doubt been at a disadvantaged
position in the military field. It is suggested that the Battle of Sarhii may have some lessons and
implications for the ROC to learn.
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