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The Controversy to Reform the Constitution of Japan
From Self-Defense Forces to National Defense Forces

Chi Lee
Abstract

Japan is a small island with dense population and insufficient natural
resources so raw materials and markets are demanded from outside. This is
its congenital defect so as to develop Capitalist economy and the motivation
to invade other countries.

The Liberal Democratic Party (LDP) released a draft proposal to reform
the Constitution on its 50th anniversary of General Assembly on November
22, 2005. The most significant change is to remove the war renunciation
language of Article 9, section 2 of the constitution to prohibit Japan from
possessing any armed forces with war potential.

The LDP released a draft proposal again to upgrade the status of Japan
Self-Defense Forces to National Defense Forces and revise the Article 9,
section 2 of the constitution as the followings. The Prime Minister is the
supreme commander of the National Defense Forces which are controlled by
the Congress during the mission. The organization, confidentiality control
and maintenance of the National Defense Forces are prescribed by law. The
Military courts established by law will be responsible for the crimes committed
by soldiers; while civil servants belonged to National Defense Forces during
the missions or crimes will also be heard by in relation to National Defense
Forces confidentiality.

This study starts with the Constitution of Japan; then, the character of
Japanese constitution and the process of constitution revision. Subsequently,
the concept of self-defense right will be discussed and the argued points will
be analyzed regarding the LDP draft proposal to reform its constitution based
on the self-defense right.





