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The development of PLLA Naval Strategy and the
situation and limitation of its modernization
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Abstract

In November 2012, the “18th National Congress” ofthe Chinese Communist Party (CCP)
established its strategic objective of being a maritime power. Since China announced the “One
Belt And One Road” economic strategy during the 2014 APEC, it has realized the importance
of maritime resources as its economic lifeline in order to ensure country's territorial security
and economic profit. Since the 1990's China started to focus on planning of naval strategy and
developed the sea power in order to protect its ocean profit. The Chinese naval strategy has
evolved from coastal defense to offshore defense, and thereafter it gradually shifts its strategic
objective of ocean battle. In order to realize this strategic shift, the PLA Navy has embarked on
the modernization of its ships and strategy.

With the accelerating pace of PLA Navy's modernization to achieve the strategy of
becoming a “maritime power”, China must build a blue-water naval fleet. Using the aircraft
carriers as the core, deployed by submarines, frigates, escort ships, destroyers and amphibious
landing ships, the blue-water fleet is able to project its forces and to deter other military powers
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from intervening.

Due to the advancement of technology, it has made navy more difficult to carry out sea
battle against the enemies. Facing the sea power China has proactively developed, the ROC
navy is now encountering serious threats and challenges. In the future, The ROC Navy should
not only focus on the asymmetric warfare, but also devote itself to transform the navy in order
to sustain the long-term development. The goal is to establish a navy that can deter other
country's naval invasion.

Keywords: maritime power, One Belt and One Road, naval strategy, maritime strategy,
command of the sea
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