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Abstract
I.In the U.S. Navy, sea control is often considered essen-
tially the same as sea denial. While it is true that pos-
sessing sea control means at the same time denying that
control to one’ s opponent » there is a fundamental dif-
ference between these two conception. Theoretically, the
act of obtaining or gaining something 1s a positive objec-
tive, while denying or preventing it is a negative objec-—
tive. From this stems different operational realities, as
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the methods used for obtaining sea control are considerably
different from those used in sea denial.

. In the reality, no navy possesses sea control, but instead
only exerts a certain degree of naval influence. Naval in-
fluence is the sum of one’ s naval combat potential and
non-naval capabilities. In addition, 1t encompasses more
than just hardware and includes many difficult or impos-
sible to measure elements.

. Generally, the main methods for obtaining sea control are
destruction and/or containment (or neutralization) of the
enemy s naval- and/or land-based air forces; weakening the
enemy’ s naval forces over time; seizing control of choke
points; and capturing the enemy s naval-or air basing ar-
eas. It encompasses multiple objectives, which would re-
quire a major naval/joint operation. Its successful needs
the full unity of command. This means that a joint force
maritime component commander. Supported by a joint force
air component commander, must be solely responsible for
planning and executing major naval/joint operations and

other tactical action in this effort.
Keyword:Sea control; Sea denial; Sea warfare
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