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Abstract

The War of Resistance Against Japan broke out in 1937. Originally the Chinese Communist
Party (CCP) devoted itself to take the whole China under its control, although it pledged loyalty
to the R.O.C. government but paid no efforts to resist the Japanese invasion and developed its
strength instead. Therefore, the CCP did not intend to be integrated with national armed forces.
Since 1940, the CCP launched “Hundred Regiment Campaign”, which incurred Japanese
military's full-fledged attack and thus delayed its development. However, it found opportunity
to carry out self-consolidation and enhanced the unification of interior ideology and loyalty
to Mao Zedong that achieved another type of capability development. In May, 1944, the
much weakened Japanese forces gathered all its strength to launch Operation ICHI-GO and
Imphal operations, which gained considerable combat success. The CCP forces could thus
tremendously develop its strength due to the ease of threat in enemy-occupied areas.

The CCP could develop so fast is because not only the people complained about failed
administration of the R.O.C. government, but most importantly, the neglection of the Chinese

National Defense Journal Vol.30, No.6, NOV 2015 59



pHEFES

theater by allies such as the U.S.A. and U.K. over a long period of time. Especially, while the
R.O.C. was exhausted in fighting the Japanese in mainland, it still had to deploy a large number
of elite troops to India and Myanmar to help the allied forces. Therefore, this shifted the major
concentration of R.O.C. troops to Southwest China, and dramatically weakened its strength,
which allowed CCP to establish in most enemy-occupied areas. China had thus been chaotic in
the post Sino-Japanese War era.

Keywords: Operation ICHI-GO, CCP (Chinese Communist Party), The War of Resistance

against Japan, Enemy-occupied areas
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