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Abstract

This study explores how current military development in the People's Republic of China
(PRC) may impact on the defensive operations of the Republic of China (ROC). It analyzes
PRC's military build-up and the ROC's military strategy through official discourses and
academic literature, and case study is adopted as research method.

With ample support of annual defense budget, the People's Liberation Army (PLA) has
gradually realized its objective of military modernization. The strategic thinking of “seizing
Taiwan” is to be achieved by increasing the distance of power projection and enhancing the
accuracy of its precision-guided weapon, which will enhance the effect of strategic deterrence
on the ROC. This strategy also seeks to paralyze the ROC command and control systems and
block the sea and air lines of communication in the early stage of the attack, thereby achieving
the goal of “deterring the United States and seizing Taiwan.”

Under the threat of rapid PRC military expansion, it is suggested that the ROC should
make good use of its limited defense resources by actively developing an “innovative/
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asymmetry” force and capability and improving the effectiveness of joint operations among

the army, navy and air force. Owing to the increasing costs and risks of military invasion, the

PRC's willingness to attack Taiwan can thus be significantly lowered. To this end, the ROC

strategy of “resolute defense and effective deterrence” will be realized, and the ROC national

security can be ensured.

Keywords: Military Development, Military Strategy, Defensive Operations, National

Security
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