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Abstract

In spite of its supreme military power and incomparable international prestige, Washington
is still not able to eliminate the anti-American sentiment existed in certain nationals or ethnic
groups during the wartime. In order to reduce the hostility from these people in the war zone
during conflicts and to relieve the over-usage of U.S. military powers, “winning the heart
of people” has become a strategic goal by formulating an atmosphere in favor of the U.S.
through America's influences in the sectors of diplomacy, military, economics, and other
means, i.e. “Influence Operations.” Influence Operations have become a novel warfare for
the U.S. armed forces and indeed an emerging agenda for the U.S. Government, military, and
academia.

People's Republicof China,arapid-risingpowerinthe Asia-Pacific, hasraiseditsneighboring
countries' concern and speculation of “the China Threat”. Hence, Beijing is also practicing
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the “Influence Operations” towards the international community and Taiwan to formulate a
strategic security environment in favor of China's interests and to reduce the U.S. influence
toward the Asia-Pacific. For the crossed-Strait affairs, the “Influence Operations” serve as a
direct approach of China's political, economical, militarily, social, and cultural measures toward
the Island through the applications of information and psychological means to “influence” the
people of Taiwan to accept the ideology of China's ultimate goal of merging this island country.
Taiwan needs to be aware of this novel concepts of “influence operations” and to be cautious
about China's ambition of applying the “influence operations” to cross-Strait issues, affairs,
and negotiations for safeguarding Taiwan's interest and security.

Keywords: Influence Operations, Psychological Warfare, Information Warfare, Cross-

Strait Relations, PRC's Strategy toward Taiwan
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