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Abstract

Inspired by various factors, such as the challenge of revolution in military affairs, changes
in warfare, adjustment of military strategic guidelines, demand of integrated joint operations,
and enlightenment of foreign advanced operational theories, the People's Liberation Army
Ground Force (PLAGF) is actively transforming its operational theory. With regard to the trend
of transformation, the PLAGF seeks critical factors from operational theory in order to innovate
and transform, including operational concepts, basic operational forms, strength employment,
and operational styles. In terms of operational concepts, the PLAGF shifts from the doctrine
of “annihilation” to “systematic disabling”. Regarding basic operational forms, the PLAGF
shifts from “positional warfare” to “mobile warfare”. As for the strength employment, the
PLAGTF transforms from the “large troop formation” to “elite troop formation”. Finally, in
operational styles, the PLAGF shifts its “theater defense” to “trans-theater mobility”.

Keywords: Operational Theory, Annihilation Warfare, Systematic Disabling, Theater
Defense, Trans-theater Mobility
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