‘l’*fﬁ@ﬁfét/\ iﬁi
BB A & 1 p) B
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Abstract

In recent years, non-traditional security threats have
been tremendously increasing, such as the Typhoon Haiyan,
which caused approximately 6,300 deaths and US$1.93 billion
property loss to the Philippines in 2013. Therefore, how we
enhance the capabilities of “Humanitarian Assistance and Di-
saster Relief (HA/DR)” has become a major line of effort for
all governments. Taiwan 1s geographically located at the most
vulnerable place to natural hazards which include frequent
earthquakes and typhoons. Hence we have learned numerous les-—
sons to react to these natural disasters. With reliable ca-
pabilities of HA/DR, the R.0.C. can confidently assist any
country suffering sudden disasters in reachable areas. The
R.0.C. Armed Forces have recently listed “disaster relief”
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as one of its core missions. For achieving this new mission,
the HA/DR capabilities are also listed as essential items in
the force build-up plan of the ROC Navy. Being a member of
the i1nternational society, the R.0.C. insists on the spirit
of “Do unto others as you would have done to you” and par-
ticipates actively i1in various international HA/DR missions.
For that reason, this article argues that aiding foreign
countries in their HA/DR capabilities, will be a new spot-
light to make the international community rethink “Why We
Need Taiwan?”

Keywords: Republic of China Navy, Non-Traditional Threat, Humanitar-

ian Assistance, Disaster Relief, Search and Rescue
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