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Abstract

Before the Cold War ended, the United States already started to explore the development
trends of global strategic environment for the post-Cold War era. As a result, the Department
of Defense released a report on The Base Force in 1991 which was the first overall official
review relating to international environment, U.S. military strategy, defense resource, and force
structure for the post-Cold War era. Later, based on the foundation of The Base Force report,
U.S. DoD issued Report on the Bottom-Up Review in 1993. In 1997, U.S. DoD responded
the congress by releasing the first report of the Quadrennial Defense Review. So far, the DoD
had issued 5 QDR reports. The QDR is guided by the National Security Strategy report; on
the otherhand, it guides the National Military Strategy report, and plays the same role of the
National Defense Strategy as an important official document of strategic guidance.

Keywords: Quadrennial Defense Review, National Defense Strategy, Force Structure, The
Base Force, Bottom-Up Review
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