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The implication of the South Korean Navy’s light
aircraft carriers buildup and deployment
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Abstract

The South Korean Navy announces that it will deploy two
light aircraft carriers after 2035. The purpose of this proj-
ect 1s to cope with the rapid change of security environment
in East Asia, such as the military threat from the North Ko-
rea, the maritime sovereign dispute with a neighboring coun-
try and unconventional security concerns. In the near future,
the power of the South Korean Navy can reach the whole East
Asian region, not only to deter the North Korea’ s intimida-
tion, but also to defeat unconventional threats with major
powers. This will also benefit the South Korea and make it
become one of the regional powers. Recently, the South Korea
still apply a strategy to strengthen the mutual relationships
and build strategic partnerships with both China and the U.S.
It is also eager to finish the defense transformation and
military buildup in order to achieve the future arrangement
and development for its national strategy.
Keywords: South Korea, aircraft carrier, national strategy, defense

transformation
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