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The Impact of the 2014 Sino-Vietnamese
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Abstract

Chinese National Offshore Oil Corporation established an oil rig 120 nautical miles off
the Vietnamese coast which is within the Vietnamese Exclusive Economic Zone based on the
International Law. Vietnamese foreign officials claimed that their ships had been rammed by
the Chinese vessels on May 7" 2014. Yang Jiechi, a Chinese state councilor, said the rig was
operating within Chinese waters and China has done nothing wrong. According to the State
Department spokeswoman, Jen Psaki, the United States was concerned about the “dangerous
conduct and intimidation” in the region. China's unilateral decision to introduce an oil rig into
these disputed waters is provocative and unhelpful.

A study released that 84% of the Vietnamese polled were concerned that conflict could
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erupt with their northern neighbor. Apparently, it will take time to make Hanoi and Beijing to
reconcile their once fraternal ties anytime soon.

Why would China decide to establish an oil rig in a less economic value area since knowing
that would violate the international law? Is there any implication behind this act? This research
1s going to first discuss the history between these two countries by examining through the history
passage to find out the implication behind this event. The oil rig could be seen as a floating
territory that can be used to claim sovereignty. Clearly, China's growing assertiveness and
expansion have been boosted by the military and economic power. The political implication is
even more stressed than economic implication. However, the Chinese act has raised the alarm
to the region which make us to reconsider the significance of Taiwan's sovereignty in South

China Sea.

Keywords: CNOOC, Sea Power, Floating territory, Regional stability
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