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A Reflecting on Defensive Operations in Taiwan and PengHu-Through
Perspective of Japanese Campaign Plan " Sho-Go 2 | during Pacific War.
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Abstract

1. The Battle of Philippine Sea was formally erupted after the
U.S. forces landing on Saipan island in June 1944. Follow-
ing by the occupation of Marianas islands, the U.S. forces
had broken through the so called Japanese inner defense
circle. In order to try its utmost efforts to maintain cur-

rent strategic situation, Japan issued the " Subsequent Op-
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eration Instructive Guidelines ; which was called " Campaign
Plan Sho-Go | .

2.For the purpose of defeating and occupying Japan, U.S.
forces targeted on Taiwan or Philippines to cut off the sea
lines of communication between southern resources areas,
critical islands and homeland of Japan.

3. In responding to the threat from U.S. forces, Japan assumed
that the possible attacking directions for next stage and
issued campaign plans in the sequence of "Sho-Go 1, ( Phil-
ippines ), "Sho-Go 2, (Taiwan, Ryukyu Islands), "Sho-Go 3
(Homeland of Japan), "Sho-Go 4 ;, (Hokkaido, Kuril Islands).
The air decisive battle would be the highest priority when
U.S. forces attacked, and all Japanese forces within these
campaign plan areas should not only support each other but
grasp attacking chances to defeat U.S. forces.

4. The central core of Campaign Plan "Sho-Go 2, is air deceive
battle. All aerial forces from army and navy should be ex-
erted with emphases of concentration and mobility. Naval
warships wait for a favorable moment to attack the survived
U.S. aircraft carrier task fleets and landing convoy by
means of i1nterception and mobile counterattack operation.
Land operations stress from positions over the shore to fi-
nal defending positions, and design defensive measures for
positions with depth. In addition, adopt surface, land and
air special operations to reduce the asymmetry of capabil-
1ty between U.S. and Japanese forces so as to achieve op-
erational purpose.

5.From perspective of the Japanese Campaign Plan " Sho-Go 2 |
,We can consider whether there are spaces for better im-
provements among operations of the command of the air, de-
cisive battle over the shore, cross-theater reinforcement
in the current defense of Taiwan and PengHu, and provide
our armed forces references to improve.

Keywords: Campaign Plan "Sho-Go 2, -~ Taiwan ~ Combined Fleet -~ air de-

cisive battle
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