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An Ideational Factors Analysis of the
Economic-Trade Liberalization Norms
Mutually Constructed by Both Polities

Across Taiwan Strait: Perspectives from
the Constructivism of International
Relations Theory

Hsueh-Chen Kuo

Assistant Professor
Department of Political Science
Military Academy, ROC

Abstract

Most researches on the development of economic-trade liberalization in domestic communities of
political science have been based on political- economic perspectives, based on constructivism to
explore the ideational factors, such as norms, identity and culture, behind the liberalization that has
been rarely seen. These ideational factors are different from the material factors which
political-economic perspectives emphasized. The economic-trade liberalization norms mutually
constructed by the both polities across Taiwan Strait have not only considered the economic-trade
interests but also more considered these ideational factors, if not, how can we explain the Mainland
China transferred benefits to Taiwan without considering its own interests, and how can we explain
the related debates in Taiwan. Since both polities across Taiwan Strait have become the members of the
World Trade Organization, under the international economic-trade norms, both polities should accept
the norms and identified themselves as members of international society. Therefore, the Economic
Cooperation Framework Agreement (ECFA) is formed under these ideational factors’ inter-effects.
Constructivism emphasized the ideational factors’ effects in formation of the interactions among states;
international affairs are mutually constructed by related states. The structures of norms and ideas have
effects on actors’ identities, the social identity of state is constituted by the structures of norms and
ideas of international society, and these structures are results of state practices or international practices.

Constructivism considered mostly the effects of identities, norms, and cultures on the process of
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formations of international relations and interactions among states, and on limiting states’ behaviors.
This paper is based on constructivism to explore these factors’ effects on the process of constructing

identity in both polities across Taiwan Strait.

Keywords: Constructivism, International Norms, World Trade Organization,
Economic Cooperation Framework Agreement
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