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A Study of off-shore Island Military Operations
on Spratly Islands in the South China Sea
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Abstract

South China Sea is located between the Pacific and the Indian Ocean as strategic hub and
an important transit for oil transportation as well. Due to the rising struggle of sovereignty
claimed, the possibility of conflict among the nations is getting higher. In recent years, China
and Vietnam all put massive efforts to deploy and construct the obsessed islands surrounding
the Spratly Islands. It will threaten not only the security of the R.O.C. nation but affect the
peace and stability of the Asia-Pacific region. Upon the analysis of previous battle on islands,
the characteristics of the islands are differ from size, distance and the strength of fortifications
in terms of offense and defense. Sea control will be a key factor in terms of off-shore island
reinforcement operations and recovery operations. Due to advanced in technology, the
implementation of the Navy's amphibious landing operations is getting more difficult than
before. The Chinese Navy is therefore facing serious threats and challenges. In addition to
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focusing on surface wartfare, the Chinese Navy should emphasize on long-term plan to rebuilt

fleet in accordance with the development of the Marine Corps amphibious warfare in order to

establish a all-around professional arm forces in the low intensity conflict.

Keywords: Islands Offensive, National Security, Command of the Sea, Sea Lines of

Communication, South China Sea Dispute
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