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Abstract

1.During the first Plenary Session of the 18th Central Com-
mittee of the Chinese Communist Party (CCP) in November
2012, members of the Politburo, members of the Standing
Committee of the Politburo, and members of the Central Mil-
itary Committee (CMC) were elected; Xi Jinping and Li Keq-
1ang become the core of the fifth-generation leaderships of
the CCP.

2.Age 1s still the prime concern for selecting members of the
CMC. After the 1bth Central Committee of the CCP, CMC mem-
bers over the age of 70 were required to retire from their
post. Since the 17th Central Committee, the retirement age
has dropped to 68; 65 i1s the maximum age for generals and
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admirals who have entered the CMC for the first time. Age
limit has become well-established usual practice.

3.X1 Jinping has replaced Hu Jintao as Chairman of the CMC.
Chang Wanquan (Director of PLA General Armaments Depart-
ment), Xu Qiliang (PLAAF Commander), Wu Shengli, (PLAN Com-
mander) retain their posts in the CMC. There are seven
new faces in the CMC: Vice Chairman Fan Changlong, who 1is
also Commander of the Jinan Military Region; Chief of the
General Staff Fang Fenghui, who is also Commander of the
Beijing Military Region; Director of General Political De-
partment Zhang Yang, who 1s also Director of the Political
Department of the Guangzhou Military Region; Director, Gen-
eral Logistics Department Zhao Keshi, who is also Commander
of the Nanjing Military Region; Director of General Arma-
ment Department Zhang Youxia, who is also Commander of the
Shenyang Military Region; PLAAF Commander Ma Xiaotian; Sec-
ond Artillery Commander Wei Fenghe.

Keywords : the 18" Central Committee ~ the Central Military Committee
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