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Analysis the PLLA’s preparation in the South China Sea
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Abstract
The PRC has always declared the sovereignty within the
nine dash line in the South China Sea. Along with the decla-
ration, China even had two sea battles (1974 and 1988) with
Vietnam for contesting those disputed islands. After 1988,
because the PRC had to consider the lacking of long range
operation capabilities, the negative consequence of 1989 Ti-
ananmen Square protest, and the economic development conti-
nuity, 1t so far has restrained 1ts behavior over the South
China Sea. Nevertheless, after decades of development, the
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PRC has not only increased its economic power but also mili-
tary capability, hence, those considerations above have been

gradually eliminated.

In this article, we will focus on the

media campaign and arms deterrent of PRC followed with its
military exercises after 1988 to argue the outward peace 1in
South China Sea is not changeless.

Keywords: South China Sea, PLA study, armed conflict
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