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A probe mto the history, oféithe:ROC Navy/’s/Protection of the
- South Chlna Sea soverelgnty before 1949
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Abstract

The government of the Republic of China (ROC) reiterates
that it will uphold several key principles - safeguarding sov-
ereignty, shelving disputes, pursuing peace and reciprocity,
and promoting joint exploration in resolving the disputes
over the South China Sea. So far the reviews of the Ministry
Of Foreign Affairs (MOFA) archives have revealed historical
facts regarding the ROC’ s sovereignty over the South China
Sea, but elaborations based primarily on military archives
are still absent. According to customary international prac-
tice, the ROC obtained sovereignty over the South China Sea
by "occupation". In this regard, this research employs a his-
torical approach as the main methodology. The timeline of the
research framework i1s divided into two stages: from the es-
tablishment of the ROC to pre-Second Sino-Japanese War, and
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from the end of World War II to 1949,

and related thoughts

and 1insights are also provided. The purpose of this research
is to reveal the history of the ROC Navy s protection of the
South China Sea sovereignty so as to be used as references by
related policy-making agencies and future researchers.
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