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Abstract

The term of Hollow Force was first introduced in a hearing of U.S. House Armed Services
Committee by Army Chief of Staff, Gen. Edward C. Meyer at May 29, 1980. Hollow Force
represented U.S. Armed Forces' un-readiness suffering from low morale, and shortages of

personnel and equipment, etc. According to U.S. DoD's official documental history, there were
two periods which were commonly used to characterize the Hollow Force. Post-Vietnam war
in the 1970s and post-First Gulf war in the 1990s are the case. Currently, the US military
community again faces the challenges of force hollowness under the circumstance of declining
defensive resource and budget, which are subject to the policy of strategic contraction, fiscal
cliff, and economical recession.

Keywords: Hollow Force, All Volunteer Forces, Peace Dividend, War on Terror
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