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Six lDecades On: The US Thinks"Again About the'Republic of China
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The Republic of China Navy warship Yung Chun (Ever Spring), commanded by Ko Tun-hwa,
PERBIBEER "kEF, 5 0 HERENFERE
pictured at the battle of Yi-Jiang-Shan on November 14, 1954, rushing to the aid of the sunken

ROCN destroyer escort Tai Ping.
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Ko’s bravery under fire led to the saving of 90 seamen from the Tai Ping, and an award for heroism
from Pres. Chlang Kai-shek.-painting by Vice-Adm. Ko’s daughter, Ming Ko.
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THE US BARACK OBAMA Administration
in 2012-as much in recognition of de-
clining resources as of declining US
influence and of declining threat in
the Atlantic decided upon a “Pacific
pivot” or “re-balancing” of US
military effort toward the East Asian
theater. In all the grandiose speeches
by the Obama team on this important
new strategy, there was virtually no
mention of Tai wan, and certainly none
of it by its legal name: “the Repub-
lic of China”
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And yet the United States is more
profoundly tied by mutual security
treaties to Taiwan-whether as Tai-
wan or as the Republic of China(ROC)-
than almost any other ally. Other US
allies had noted the ambiguity with
which Washington had treated Taiwan
since Pres. Jimmy Carter (in office
1977-1981) formally
the ROC in favor of the People’ s Re-
public of China (PRC). If the US could
walk away from its treaty obligations
to the ROC, which had been a faith-
ful ally against Japan in World War

“de-recognized”

II, could it also walk away from 1its

treaty obligations to them?
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Writing in the on line report,
The National Interest, on October 18,
2013, US writer Elbridge Colby noted:
“[T]the United States is pledged by
long-standing national policy and
urged by its own law namely the Taiwan
Relations Act of 1979-to come to Tai-
wan s defense in the event of Chinese
aggression or attempts at coercion. US
administrations have, even since Wash-
ington transferred diplomatic recogni-
tion from Taipei to Beijing, believed
that preventing a coerced integration
of Taiwan into the PRC is an important
US interest, not only for its own sake
but because they saw that other US al-
lies as well as fence-sitters in Asia
would take their cues from how Wash-
ington dealt with the island.”
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To harken back: The Nationalist
(Kuomintang: KMT) Government of the
ROC,

shek, having exhausted
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under Generalissimo Chiang Kai-
1ts forces
fighting Japan in World War II,
by 1949,
out of the Chinese main - land terri-

was,
being pushed more and more
tory. It moved its base of operations
to the formerly Japanese held territo-
ry known then widely by its Portuguese
Taiwan, an historical

name, Formosa:

province of China.
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The world’ s media had been sat-
but it

gave strong coverage to the titanic

ed by news of the World War,

struggle between the armies of the Na-
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tionalists and the communist People

s Liberation Army (PLA) under Mao
Tse-tung (later Mao Zedong when West-—
ernization of the main land” s lan-
guage went from the Wade-Giles form
of transliteration to the Pinyin for
mat). Still,
constant fighting which raged between

it was not enough for the

the two after 1949 to remain in the

historical memories of most out -side

the region.
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The year 1949 became fixed in most
minds as the time when the Communist
Party of China took control of the
main land, and the Nationalist KMT en-
trenched itself and the Government of
the ROC on Taiwan.
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But the fighting continued af-
ter 1949,

The ROC retained a number of is lands

still at an enormous scale.
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strategically located alongside the
main land coast (and still retains
Kinmen-Westernized and immortalized as

“Quemoy” and within artillery range
of the coast-and Matsu today), and
particularly the Dachen Archipelago
of i1slands literally able to block-
ade the city of Shanghai on the Fujian
(Fukien) Province coast, now known as
Zhejiang. Not only was the strategic
value of this island group of criti-
cal importance, there were, on the is-
lands, tens of thousands of civilians
who had been pushed literally into the
sea by the PLA advance which swept the
main land.
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ROC Pres.
ognized that the archipelago could

Chiang Kai-shek rec-
no longer be held, and that such was
the critical nature of their position
blockading Shanghai that the PRC forc-
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es would concentrate all their might
and main land leverage to take them.
Chiang ordered them evacuated in 1954.
[t was what became known as the First
Taiwan Straits Crisis.
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Within this ROC operation to evac-—
uate the civilian and military popu-
lations from the Archipelago, there
was a significant sea engagement, the
Battle of Yi-Jiang-Shan island (also
The

numbers and geography were heavily in

Yijiangshan: One River Mountain).
the communists’ favor, and would only
move further in their favor.
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The ROC Navy became a critical

r—.

instrument in extracting its remain-—
ing people and assets from the island,
but its fleet was tired and obsolete.
Despite this, some 18,000 people were
evacuated to Taiwan. In the sea bat-
tle, 1in the Battle of Yi-Jiang-Shan,
or the Battle of the Dachen Archipel-
ago, in the First Taiwan Straits Cri-

sis, oneROC Navy destroyer escort, the
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Tai-Ping (Great Peace), was at tacked
and sunk by four communist torpedo
boats on November 14, 1954.
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[t was a night engagement, under
a near—full moon, and the man who was
to become known as one of the ROC Navy
Vice-Adm. Ko

then a young officer, was

" s great naval heroes,
Tun-hwa,
commanding a former US Navy Admirable-
class mine sweeper, the Yung Chun
The 650-ton disp. war-
ship, commissioned originally as USS
Gavia 1in 1943,
action against overwhelming PLA Navy
and PLA Air Force odds, dashed to the

(Ever Spring).

fighting a rear-guard

area where Tai Ping was lost. The
first officer of the Tai Ping, Song
Ji-Huang, was a friend of Ko s, add-
ing urgency to the mission, in which

he successfully rescued 90 crew (17
officers and 73 other ranks); Song was
not among them.
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Ko was moved to write of the night
action in a poem in traditional Chi-
nese quatrain format (four lines, each
with seven words), which were later
written as a scroll (see illustra-
tion, right), talking of how, as a boy
he would climb the hills

to look out at the islands and dream.

in Fujian,
Later, he would fight in the waters
of the Taiwan Straits, alongside the
mountain island.
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This writer has at tempted to
capture the essence of Ko Tun-hwa s
poem, in an English-language quatrain

of seven-word lines:

AN EE E R ST IR RE
AFER Ry e L E ]
Then, from Fujian, 1 contemplated

sea islands.
Now, my war ship fights the

straits between,




While winds blow clouds, and wa-
ters boil.

Moonglow lights the island moun-
tain, watching all.
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Ko was decorated for his action
in the Straits that night, and went on
to become Vice-Minister of Defense of
the ROC,

and National Security Advisor to the

a world-renowned strategist,

President. He had, during World
War II,
Japanese 1in China,

after service against the
been present with
the Royal Navy at both D-Day landings
in France, at Normandy and St. Tropez.
The battles of the Dachen Archipelago
and Yi-Jiang-Shan were a victory for
the communists, driving the National-
But the US,

which was drawn into efforts to help

ists off those i1s lands.

save the retreating population on the
island chain, responded quickly and
signed the “Mutual Defense Treaty be-
tween the United States of America and
the Republic of China” |,
2, 1954, 1in Washington, DC; it came
into force on March 3, 1955. Thus, the

PLA victory in the First Straits Cri-

on December
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sis became a 60-year problem for Bei-
jing. And the Treaty is still viewed
by US
whether Washington will be loyal to

allies as a bench mark test of

1ts commitments. -Gregory Copley
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Master Chao Hon-Wu, who once
worked with Vice-Adm. Ko Tun-hwa and
Gen. Chiang Wei-kuo at the ROC Society
for Strategic Studies, poses with Adm.
beside the cal-
ligraphy of the poem Adm. Ko wrote on

Ko’ s daughter, Ming,
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in the ancient (c.Third Century BCE)
form of Chinese script, known as seal
script.
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the night of the Yi-Jiang-Shan battle. TEE T -
Master Chao is Ming’ s calligraphy BT RIABHER - HRERE
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teacher. The verse, on the right, is
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