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Analyzing Republic of China's National Strategy
from Sun-Tzu's “Cautious War~ Thought
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Abstract

Sun-Tzu's philosophy focuses not only on winning wars, but also on seeking long-term
peace by avoiding unnecessary battles, cautiously waging any wars and sufficiently preparing
for potential conflicts. His excellent work, “The Art of War” depicts the “laying plans” in
the beginning and the “using intelligence and spy” at the final chapter. All the details of war
preparation and launch are very considerate and complete in the book. The ultimate objective of
his strategic thinking is to preserve the security of any country and armed forces. Furthermore,
the highest guiding principle and utmost excellence is to break the enemy's resistance without
any fighting. This thought comes from the traditional Chinese “Cautious War” thought. A
national strategy is to build up its comprehensive national powers. Applying above powers, a
country can create and utilize favoring conditions in seeking its national objectives under greatest
odds of success. In addition, Sun-Tzu's thought is to pursue the sustainment, survivability and
development of a country as its highest goal. Based on the concept of winning enemies without
any wars, a country has to adjust its ends, ways and means according to the current security
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environment and strategic development. From the stance of strategic planning, decision-making
and guidance, the “Cautious War” philosophy should be the main core of any national strategy.
The guidance of either war or peace sequentially includes the thoughts of a cautious war,
termination of a war, and only fighting under a very dangerous situation. Secondly, accessing
the five elements and seven conditions before waging any war and building-up the integration
of national powers both are the primary preparation for any war. Finally, the “creation of
initial war guidance” and the “winning your enemy without launching any war” are the main
Strategy.

Keywords: Cautious War, National Strategy, supreme excellence consists in breaking the
enemy's resistance without fighting, 5 Elements & 7 Fundamental Conditions
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