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Judiciary and Distrust: Comment on the Judicial Performance

Evaluation in Taiwan
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Abstract

This article discusses the necessity of Judicial Performance Evaluation
Program (hereinafter JPE Program) and its criteria in Taiwan. First, it explains
the meanings of "judicial independence" and "judicial accountability". Then,
it discusses the necessity of JPE program in Taiwan. Furthermore, it provides
the purpose of JPE program and introduces committees which conduct JPE
program, then explains some criteria, methodology in the state court level
of the United States. Finally, it examines Taiwan's JPE program, and gives
some suggestions.

Since Taiwan's judges are career judges, the judicial legitimacy difficulties
they face are much higher than elected judges in U.S. Besides, many people
in Taiwan nowadays do not trust the judiciary, it's the time to adopt JPE
program to reinforce judicial accountability and provide self-improvement
for judges to increase public's confidence of judiciary. Most importantly,
this program cannot remove judges from their positions, it only focuses on
judges' "behavioral accountability" instead of "decisional accountability". It
emphasizes a "process-oriented" JPE program.





