Life of a_ Ground Crew

[ entered service late 1944 and assigned to the 308 Bomb Group (B—24s) in
Chengkung air base, China.

To support the two of the group's four squadrons of bombers based in this
base, it needs crews of different skills and ground crew to fuel, arm the guns,
load the bombs, etc. Of equal importance: housing and feeding the personnel
and myriad functions to keep the base operational.

When the planes take off for a mission, the ground crews responsible for
those planes lumbering oft with the heavy loads will be as apprehensive as those
in the planes for a successful take—oft.

The crews will anxiously await the planes return, meanwhile heading back
to their barracks or Day Room (recreation room). The usually noisy place will
be eerily quiet with the men reading or writing letters home (I suspect for most,
this 1s the only time they do so).

As the planes return from a mission, all the base personnel will gather at the
landing strip to count those returning; hoping any missing has landed or crashed
in friendly territory and rescued by the natives, and not shot down or crashed
elsewhere. Jubilations after a successful mission is short—lived, since preparations
are needed and underway for the next.

Both the air and ground crews share lodging and dining facilities, which
contributed greatly to the unusual camaraderie and life—long friendship for
many. The saddest occasions are when the orderly collects the belongings of
those who are either missing or killed in action, from the barracks. We had a
kinship so strong that, decades later, we still keep in touch and think of each
other with most special regards.

Even as victory is celebrated, it is not all glory; no one relish war, especially
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the dwindling number of us.
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