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Abstract

Center of Gravity, COG, is originally a physical concept. Prussian General Carl von
Clausewitz first introduced this concept into military field in his book “On War”, which
highlights primary principles in military operations as attacking enemy's center of gravity.
Asymmetrical Warfare is typically a way that a weak state uses to defeat another stronger
enemy. Based on center of gravity concept, including critical capabilities, critical requirements
and critical vulnerabilities, the study explores the operational center of gravities between Taiwan
and Mainland China, such as both sides' joint command and control mechanism, Chinese
landing operational capability, and Taiwan's air and naval capabilities, since these capabilities
will critically impact both sides' probability of success and strategic decision-making process.
The study integrates operational center of gravity and asymmetric operations concept with
Germany military advisor's experiences during the World War II and the Cold War to uncover
various asymmetric efforts in strategic, technological, tactics, and combat areas, in order to
provide useful recommendations to the defensive planning in Taiwan.

Keywords: Center of Gravity COG, Asymmetrical Warfare, Field Campaign Strategy,
Taiwan Joint Defense Operation, German military advisor on Taiwan
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