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PLA Air Force's Strategy, Capability, and the Model of
Operation under the Active Defense Strategy
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Abstract

Based on the strategic guidance of “active defense” and experiences derived from recent
wars conducted by the Western countries, the PLA Air Force is building its capabilities of early
warning, air strike, anti-missile, and strategic projection with the requirement of “combination
of offense and defense” in alignment with the long-range precise strike and strategic projection
required for the future large-scale joint operation. Hence, the PLA Air Force is closing the
gap between the U.S. Air Force and presents threats to the other Air Forces of neighboring
countries. In the meantime, the PLA Air Force is more confident in responding to challenges
rised from the Western Pacific region, including the Taiwan issue. PLA Air Force's rising
projection capability beyond the second island chain is on the road to challenge air supremacy
long enjoyed by the U.S. in the Asia-Pacific region.

Keywords: Active Defense, Combination of Offense and Defense, PLA Air Force's Service
Strategy
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