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The Strategy of the United States
involving in the South China Sea Disputes:
Strengthening the Military Presence
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Abstract

The disputes of the South China Sea have gradually gotten regional states' attentions in
the recent years; the situation has become internationalizd, complicated, and expanded. Due
to the special strategic value, the Unite States gets involved in the area. Since the early 20"
century, Southeast Asia has been the traditional sphere of influence of the Unite States. The
influence began with that the Philippines was transfered to America from Spain. During the
Cold War, the U.S. has many military bases and troops in Philippines and Vietnam in order to
counterbalance the military expansion of the former Soviet Union. In 1973, the U.S. started
withdrawal of naval and air force bases from Cam Ranh Bay in Vietnam; in 1992, the U.S.
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carried on the withdrawal of naval base in Subic Bay and Clark air force base. After September
11 0f 2001, the center of gravity of the U.S. strategy was focused on the Mid-east region; Based
on all these reasons, the U.S. military has no major bases in the Asia-Pacific region, as well as
permanent troops. It reduced the power of deploying military forces and losing the influence in
the region. Moreover, under the background of “Pivot to Asia” and the long-term concern in
the Southeast Asia region, if the U.S. gets involved in the disputes of South China Sea, America
could rapidly response any changing circumstances. Furthermore, many ASEAN countries
nearby the South China Sea welcome and support America's development in the region. The
two factors above will create favorable opportunities and conditions for the military presence
of the U.S. in the South China Sea.
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