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Military Ethics of Confucius and Mencius: A analysis from
the perspectives of serviceman ethics and troops ethics
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Abstract

The aim of this study is to construct am analysis of military ethics in accordance with
Confucian view. In this study, I clarify first the ultimate end of military ethics in Confucianism
through an analysis on its classics and argue that for Confucian view ethics requires equality in
fulfilling all kinds of soldiers. The findings show that military operations must be implemented
in benevolence and righteousness ({5 ) , if military action is out of benevolence and
righteousness, it will lose its legitimacy. In the same time, the immoral military action may
cause international opposition.
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