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A Study of Female Soldier Assignment in the U.S., the U.K. and Japan
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Abstract

In the past, people often viewed women as unfitted in the military, but women did play
an important role in our history. As the perception of women, defense system, and human
resources utilization, and war affairs change, the trend is to remove the female stereotype and
enlarge their involvement in the military. This article looks into the development of women
assignment in the United State, the United Kingdom, and Japan military. The main drives of
their development are different. The U.S. one mainly comes from the Congress's pressure to be
reviewed and changed; the U.K. one relies on its Department of Defense's periodic reviews and
studies; Japanese one is drived by its Sex Equality Promotion Bureau. The main concerns for
restricting women's combat assignment include the possibility of close combat, unit readiness/
cohesion, security and privacy, and cost. This article recommends that military assignment
should be based on ability and readiness, not by gender. Therefore, the military should try to
remove the obstacle of women pursuing qualified assignment, and also to take complementary
measures to support their career advancement.
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