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PLA's Military Modernization after 18th Party Congress
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Abstract

Since of the completion of the 18™ Party Congress of the CCP, Xi Jinping has successfully
taken over the three-in-one position, General Secretary of the Chinese Communist Party,
Chairman of the Central Military Commission, and President of PRC as expected. This outcome
mixes the essences of Xi's personal influence expansion, emerging crisis resulted from political
power transition, “three steps forward” defense strategy, military leadership succession and
advanced armaments employment. Facts have shown that PLA's modernization is aggressively
advancing on developing high-tech weapons, building anti-access capability and forces against
Taiwan, and also is practicing combat experience through multiple military exercises. All the
above demonstrate the drastic power imbalance between the both sides of Taiwan Strait. PRC still
aims to coerce Taiwan towards unification through the military approaches. As a result, future
attitude is worth to observe and study.

Keywords: Three Steps Strategy, Leading army by party, Civilian control the military,
Promoting reunification by force power
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