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Dynamics of Traditional Chinese Wu De
--Evaluation of the Ethics of Military Schools and Confucianism

  (Yi-Ming, Yu)

(Wude)

(Consequentialism)
(deontology)

Abstract 
Although the term Wude in Chinese culture has much to do with ethics, it is different 

to the professional ethics of the military professionalism in the western world. In these days, 
however, the Confucianalization of military ideology has brought out the insight of Wude. 
The traditional military schools believe meritocracy and materialism rather than idealism 
honored by the theory and practice of Confucian morality. According to a long line of literature 
reviews, the ethics of Consequentialism in Confucianism and the ethics of deontology among 
military schools have formed two different kinds of Wude's models, known as virtue type and 
professional type respectively. Through model comparison, this paper finds that the result of 
overall model fits favors the Wude's professional type.
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