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The Strategic Implication of PRC's Zhang-Mu Water Power Station

  (Huai-Ching, Wang)

Abstract
The utilization and development of water resource has always been critical elements to 

human history. Global weather has been radically changed and led to a drastic food shortage 
and Eco system unbalanced in recent years. These facts reveal the extra importance of water 
resource and the truth that this resource is becoming equally important as other fossil fuel. 
Proper distribution and management of water resource will be the subject for this century and 
future time for sure. Inter-border water resource distribution and management has not been 
regulated by any international law and disputes can only be resolved through mutual treaty 
signing or international talks.

Brahmaputra River is the richest water body located at the western region of China. The 
construction of Zhang-Mu Water Power Station, the largest one at the region constructed by the 
PRC at the upper stream of the river has generated India's, which is located at the down stream, 
serious concerns and thus worsen the pre-existing border issue from both PRC and India. With 
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the fact that PRC is controlling the majority of water resource, India is actively seeking alliance 
with adjacent and western nations in order to supply the military and economic gap with PRC. 
as well as to undermine PRC's international credibility. Though the construction of Zhang-Mu 
Water Power Station by PRC may have a impact on regional security, however, this may also 
be a great opportunity to bring both PRC and India to negotiation for future regional security 
development.

Keywords: water resource, inter-border water resource, Zhang-Mu water power station, 
China-India relation

The Strategic Implication of PRC's Zhang-Mu Water Power Station



80      

4 100 11 8 http://baike.baidu.com/view/4262426.htm
5 2006

2 15
6 5

4

4,000

2,057

24,048 5

4,000

5,400

1,645

9,000
6

1

http://amuseum.cdstm.cn/AMuseum/shuiziyuan/water/02/w02_b03_12.html



Defense Journal   No.5, Vol.27   81

7 100 4 25 http://big5.soundofhope.org/programs/ 
162/187181-1.asp

8 http://www.hudong.com/wiki/%E8%97%8F%E6%9C%A8%E6%B0%B4%E7%94%B5%E7%AB%
99 100 11 8

9 2011 3 20 http://www.cd-sz.net/html/75/2011-03-
02 /content-198.html

10 Chinese engineers propose world's biggest hydro-electric project in Tibet 2010 5 24
http://www.guardian.co.uk/environment/2010/may/24/chinese-hydroengineers-propose-tibet-dam

11 2011 6 3 http://tibet.woeser.com/?p= 
27804

300

200 7 8.5

51 8

2014 11

2016 2 9

10

11

2

http://china.big5.huanbohainews.com.cn/system/2009/10/20/010485439.shtml

The Strategic Implication of PRC's Zhang-Mu Water Power Station



82      

12 2011 11 8 http://zh.wikipedia.org/wiki/%E5%8D%B0%E5%BA%A6#.E5.9C.B0.E7. 

90.86

13 100 10 31 A1

1999

12

2001 2010

2010 2030

2031 2050 50

(Motuo)

317 12

(UNFPA)

2011 12 1

2.4%

18% 13

1,160

75% 6 9

1,953



Defense Journal   No.5, Vol.27   83

14 71 99 3 15

15 2004-2005

2006 8

16 15

17 2010 4 20

18 2010 3 68

19 18 1 2011 1 110

20 16 2

2005 3 257

629.05 14

(Assam)

(Manipur) (Meghalaya)

(Mizoram) (Nãgãland)

(Tripura)

15

2004

16

17

1980

2017 18

1100

19

20

The Strategic Implication of PRC's Zhang-Mu Water Power Station



84      

21 
15 3 2000 7 241

22 2006
2 15

21

20 50 100

2.47 12.4

6.2

12.4

6.2

20%

2010

23.3

16.7 23.3
22

1980

44 64



Defense Journal   No.5, Vol.27   85

23 69

24 10 2011 7 8

2,447

39 23

7-9

24

(2011)

(Neil Padukone)

(2012) 4 19

(Agni V)

(P.K. Ghosh)

The Strategic Implication of PRC's Zhang-Mu Water Power Station



86      

25 2012 4 20 http://www.ntdtv.com/xtr/

b5/2012/04/20/a689787.html.-%E5%8D%B0%E5%BA%A6%E9%A3%9B%E5%BD%88%E8%A9%A6%E5%B0

%84+%E6%88%B0%E7%95%A5%E7%BC%BA%E9%99%B7%E6%88%90%E9%9A%B1%E6%86%82.html

26 2012 4 30 http://iservice.libertytimes.com.tw/

liveNews/news.php?no=634210&type=%E5%9C%8B%E9%9A%9B

27 26

28 20

29 12 4 2010 8 55

30 (I) 99 11

2

31 30

25

6

26

12 (Manmohan 

Singh)

27

(The Indus Wa-The Indus Wa-

ter Treaty) 28

1995

29

(Oregon State 

University)

50

37

200 30

31



Defense Journal   No.5, Vol.27   87

32 16 2
2005 3 257

32

87
185 97

100

101 03 14
101 05 18
101 05 24

The Strategic Implication of PRC's Zhang-Mu Water Power Station




