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The Strategic Implication of PRC's “Zhang-Mu Water Power Station”
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Abstract

The utilization and development of water resource has always been critical elements to
human history. Global weather has been radically changed and led to a drastic food shortage
and Eco system unbalanced in recent years. These facts reveal the extra importance of water
resource and the truth that this resource is becoming equally important as other fossil fuel.
Proper distribution and management of water resource will be the subject for this century and
future time for sure. Inter-border water resource distribution and management has not been
regulated by any international law and disputes can only be resolved through mutual treaty
signing or international talks.

Brahmaputra River is the richest water body located at the western region of China. The
construction of Zhang-Mu Water Power Station, the largest one at the region constructed by the
PRC at the upper stream of the river has generated India's, which is located at the down stream,
serious concerns and thus worsen the pre-existing border issue from both PRC and India. With
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the fact that PRC is controlling the majority of water resource, India is actively seeking alliance
with adjacent and western nations in order to supply the military and economic gap with PRC.
as well as to undermine PRC's international credibility. Though the construction of Zhang-Mu
Water Power Station by PRC may have a impact on regional security, however, this may also
be a great opportunity to bring both PRC and India to negotiation for future regional security
development.

Keywords: water resource, inter-border water resource, Zhang-Mu water power station,

China-India relation
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The Strategic Implication of PRC's “Zhang-Mu Water Power Station”
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