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(COMBINED ARMS OPERATIONS IN URBAN TERRAIN F.M.3-06.11 February 2002)
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OFFENSIVE OPERATIONS--OFFENSIVE CONSIDERATIONS
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"From 1942 to the present, shock
units or special assault teams have
been used by attackers (and often by



defenders) with great success.
These assault teams are characte-
rized by integration of combined
arms. Assault teams typically contain
Infantry with variable combinations of
armor, artillery, or engineers."
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OFFENSIVE CONSIDERATIONS :
F - & e F Y E TR

Offensive operations in urban areas
are based on offensive doctrine
modified to conform to the urban
terrain. Urban combat also imposes
a number of demands that are
different from other field conditions
such as combined arms integration,
fires, maneuver, and use of special
equipment.
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As with all offensive operations, the
commander must retain his ability to
fix the enemy and maneuver against
him. Offensive UO normally have a
slower pace and tempo than
operations in other environments.

Unlike open terrain, units cannot

maneuver quickly, even when
mounted. Missions are more
methodical.
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Brigades must be prepared to

operate independently or within a
division or joint task force (TF). The
brigade and its subordinate battalion
TFs must also be prepared to
conduct different mission simulta-
neously. For example, a battalion
may establish checkpoints in one
section of a city and clear enemy in
another section simultaneously.
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4-1. REASONS FOR ATTACKING
URBAN AREAS :
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Reasons for attacking urban areas

include the following:
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a.: The results of the commander and
staff's estimate may preclude



bypassing as an option. The
mission itself may dictate an
attack of an urban area.

(=) iﬂﬁﬁs frditled L f 5=k

87 %’*”f MEAXZ EH o *J'z ’
EirA LT g7 fm“l{?%f?‘_
78 o

b. Cities control key routes of

commerce and provide a tactical
advantage to the commander who
controls them. Control of features,
such as bridges, railways, and
road networks, can have a sig-
nificant outcome on future ope-
rations. The requirement for a
logistics base, especially a port or
airfield, may play a pivotal role
during a campaign.
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c. The political importance of some

urban areas may justify the use of
time and resources to liberate it.
Capturing the city could deal the
threat a decisive psychological
blow and or lift the moral of the
people within the city. The tactical
situation may require the enemy
force to be contained. The urban

area itself may sit on dominating
terrain that would hinder by-
passing for combat support (CS)
and combat service support (CSS)
elements. The enemy within that
urban area may be able to inter-
dict lines of communications even
though the terrain around an
urban area may facilitate its
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4-2. REASONS FOR NOT
ATTACKING URBAN AREAS :
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Conversely, reasons for not attacking
urban areas include the following:

a. The commander may decide to
bypass if he determines no sub-
stantial threat exists in the urban
area that could interdict his unit's
ability to accomplish its mission.
The commander's intent may
dictate speed as essential to the
mission. Since combat in an urban



area is time consuming, the
commander may choose to bypass
the urban area to save time.
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b. During the estimate process, the
commander and staff may realize a
sufficient force is not available to
seize and clear the urban area, or
enough forces are available to
accomplish the mission but cannot
be logistically supported. If the
tactical situation allows, the
commander should avoid attacks
on urban areas.
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c. The urban area may be declared
an open city to prevent civilian
casualties or to preserve cultural or
historical sites. An open city, by the
law of land warfare, is a city that
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cannot be defended or attacked.
The defender must immediately
evacuate the open city and cannot
distribute weapons to the city's
inhabitants. The attacker assumes
administrative control of the city
and must treat its citizens as
noncombatants in an occupied
country.
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4-3. TROOP REQUIREMENTS :
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Due to the nature of combat in urban

areas, more troops are normally

needed than in other combat

situations. This situation is due to the

number of requirements placed upon

units, soldier fatigue, controlling
civilians, and evacuation of
casualties.
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a. Because of the need to clear
buildings and provide security, the
number of troops required to
accomplish an offensive mission is
much greater. Some forces must
be left behind in a building once it
has been cleared to prevent
enemy forces from repositioning or
counterattacking friendly forces.
Commanders and staffs need to
be keenly aware that attacking
units will effectively lose
manpower from assault elements
as they secure rooms and floors.
They must ensure that the proper
force ratios exist to conduct the
missions assigned to subordinate
units.
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b. Commanders must also consider
soldier fatigue. Fighting in urban
areas is physically demanding and
quickly tires a force. Commanders
must plan for the relief or rotation
of their forces before they reach

the point of exhaustion. This
situation is facilitated through
proper task organization and
maintenance of adequate
reserves.

e K @2 gl
FARIREA o Ao g E
L I I et SR TR SN
REy Faiigamy -
MR CBEF DT
fodadF ou KoeniEw A B RmT
4 € F wres E o

E=1)
(=1

c. Additional forces may be needed

to deal with noncombatants in the
urban area. These forces must
protect the noncombatants,
provide first aid, and prevent them
from interfering with the tactical
plan.
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d. Fighting in an urban area may

result in a greater number of
friendly casualties. The greater the
restrictions on firepower, the less
suppressive fire can be used, and
the more the individual soldier is
exposed to enemy fire. MEDEVAC
/CASEVAC must be planned and
subordinate units designated to
conduct this.
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4-4. FIRES AND MANEUVER :
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As in other terrain, units conduct
penetrations, envelopments, turning
movements, and frontal attacks.
Unlike open terrain, commanders
cannot maneuver their units and
attachments quickly due to the close,
dense environment. Clearing
buildings and looking for anti-armor
ambushes, snipers, and booby traps
degrade the ability of subordinate
units to maneuver.
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Due to the dense environment and its
effects on weapon systems, the
synchronization of combat power is
one of the commander's main
challenges. Offensive operations
need to be planned in detail, with
subordinate elements given specific

instructions and on order missions.
Maintaining situational awareness
assist in overcoming the inability to
maneuver quickly.
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a. Indirect Fires :
The fire support plan may require
extensive air and artillery
bombardment to precede the
ground attack on an urban area.
Supporting fire suppresses the
defender's fire, restricts his
movement, and may destroy his
position. However, indirect fire in
urban areas with heavily clad
construction creates rubble, which
can be used for cover but may
restrict the movements of attacking
troops. For that reason, the artillery
preparation should be short and
violent. Assaulting troops must
follow the artillery fire closely to
exploit its effect on the defenders.
While the supporting fire
suppresses the enemy, maneuver
units move near the coordinated
fire line (CFL). As the attacking
force assaults the objective, fires
are lifted or shifted to block enemy



withdrawal or to prevent the enemy fires.

from reinforcing their position. (1) #F>d-z@8* d 52 2> 2 ez
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(1) Prior coordination is critical to

determine the techniques and
procedures for communication,
target identification, and shifting
of fires. Consideration must be
given to the noncombatants,
houses of worship, medical
centers, schools, public services,
and historical monuments. The
fire support plan can include
integrating tanks, Infantry
weapons, artillery, and
dismounted direct and indirect

(2) B g

objectives, to prevent reinforce-
ment and resupply, to neutralize
known and suspected command
and observation posts, and to
suppress enemy defenders. Most
indirect fires are high-angle in
urban terrain.
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(3) Mortars are the most responsive

indirect fires to hit targets of
opportunity at the close ranges
typical of combat in urban areas.

Forward observers move with the
forward units to adjust fire on
targets as requested by the
supported troops.
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b. Direct Fires. Direct-fire is the most

effective fire support in urban
areas. Once a target can be
located in a building, one or two
direct-fire rounds can accomplish
what entire salvos of indirect fire
cannot. The best direct-fire support
is provided by Bradley fighting
vehicles (BFVs) but can also be
provided by tanks and or howitzers.
Tanks and howitzers may create
rubble and building and street
damage that could restrict
movement for the attacking force.
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(1) Tanks may support by fire when
lead units are seizing a foothold.
During the attack of an urban area,
tanks overwatch the Infantry's
initial assault until an entry into
the area has been secured. Tanks
are supported by Infantry organic
weapons to suppress enemy

strongpoints while they move into
overwatch positions. Commander
employ tanks to take advantage of
the long range of their main gun.
This procedure is usually achieved
with tanks employed outside the
urban area, for the duration of the
attack to cover high-speed
mounted avenues of approach,
especially during the isolation
phase. Tanks may also support
Infantry in the urban area as an
assault and support weapon. In
both cases, Infantry must protect
tanks.
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(2) In house-to-house and street

fighting, tanks and or BFVs move
down streets protected by the
Infantry, which clears the area of
enemy ATGM weapons. Tanks
and BFVs in turn support the



Infantry by firing their main guns
and machine guns to destroy
enemy positions. Tanks are the
most effective weapon for heavy
fire against structures and may be
used to clear rubble with dozer
blades (Figure 4-1). The BFV can
provide  sustained, accurate
suppressive fires with its 25-mm
gun.
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destroy or neutralize bunkers,
heavy fortifications, or enemy
positions in reinforced concrete
buildings  (Figure 4-2). The
self-propelled 155-mm can be
used to clear or create avenues of
approach. The 105-mm artillery
can be used in this role but are not
the preferred artillery pieces used
in offensive UO. When artillery is
used in the direct fire role, it must
be close to the Infantry for security
against enemy ground attack.
Prior  coordination must be
accomplished so the bulk of the
field artillery unit's shells are
switched to High Explosive (HE).

(3) H* v T l@i7e 414 5

oo EE A P
se EPFEH Sk o Aok ¥ U
155 % f f 4 5@ ¥ 0L i3
B4 g HE R
Foapdler s 1% 0 A gt 2
Fzrtp o (B 4-2)- ¥ ¢ - 155
L P AFRsEs, S H %’;;ﬁ‘-nl/f
BB B FCRITEAR o b AT IR
R P 105 F A b @ i
et d o BT A AR EEH

Figure 4-1.8] 4-1Tank in direct fire supported

by Infantry. B & < # 8 3 &L 4 et 32

(3) Large-caliber artillery rounds that
are shot by direct fire are effective
for destroying targets in buildings.
If available, self-propelled 155-mm
howitzers can use direct fire to

Figure 4-2. %] 4-2
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Artillery in direct-fire role. %
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(4) Tanks, self-propelled artillery, and

BFVs are vulnerable in urban
areas because streets and alleys
provide ready-made fire lanes for
defenders. Motorized traffic is
restricted, canalized, and
vulnerable to ambush and
close-range fire. Tanks are at a
further disadvantage because
their main guns cannot be
depressed sufficiently to fire into
basements or elevated to fire
into upper floors of buildings at

close range (Figure 4-3).
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(5) Direct-fire systems organic to

Infantry battalions mainly ATGMs
and recoilless weapons, such as
the AT4, are initially employed to
support the seizure of a foothold.
Then, if necessary, they are
brought forward to fight enemy
armor within the town. Antitank
weapons are not as effective as
tank rounds for neutralizing
targets behind walls. They
neutralize a target only if that
target is located directly behind
the point of impact. ATGMs are at
a greater disadvantage because
of their 65-meter arming distance
and the possibility of their guiding
wires becoming caught on ground
clutter. These factors limit
employment in close engage-
ments like those in urban areas.
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(6) Snipers are a valuable asset

during urban operations. They
must be equipped with effective
observation devices and placed in
a key area to be effective. In
situations where the ROE permit
the use of destructive force,
shipers can be used as part of the
support element to provide
accurate, long-range fires.
Depending on the commander's
concept, snipers  can be
employed in the counter-sniper
role or assigned priority targets.

If a restrictive ROE is in effect,
snipers may be used to prevent
collateral damage. Snipers can
also overwatch breaching
operations and call for indirect
artillery fires.
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The first phase of the attack should
be conducted when visibility is poor.
Troops can exploit poor visibility to
Cross open areas, gain access to
rooftops, infiltrate enemy areas,
and gain a foothold. If the attack
must be made when visibility is
good, units should consider using
smoke to conceal movement.
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(1) The formation used in an attack

depends on the width and depth
of the zone to be cleared, the
character of the area, anticipated
enemy resistance, and the
formation adopted by the next
higher command.
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(2) Lead companies may have

engineers attached for immediate
support. Tasks given to the
engineers may include :

* Preparing and using explosives to
breach walls and obstacles.

* Finding and exploding mines in
place or helping remove them.
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c. Maneuver :

11



* Clearing barricades and rubble.
* Cratering roads and other
countermobility measures.
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(3) When the unit is |nvoIved in
clearing, bypassing buildings
increases the risk of attack from
the rear or flank. A single building
may be an objective for a rifle
squad, or if the building is large,
for a rifle platoon or company.
When the commander's concept
is based on speed or when
conducting a hasty attack, a
battalion may be directed not to
clear its entire zone.
(3) ¥ MHERFE AP G
Rt o &R SEARH e G
Moo — B REFT NE - B
FITenp Ao~ A A - s g
FRp VA - BEE TR -
Bz E R o @ ifﬁ:}ﬂ«ﬁig )

IF /—.

JL]%]KL(‘?}% IQLI{§F]J
£ 0T 03 R TR
ofs ] -

(4) The reserve should be mobile
and prepared for commitment.
The reserve can stay close to
forward units because of the
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available cover in urban areas.
Battalion reserves normally follow
one to two blocks to the rear of the
lead company. A company reserve,
if available, follows within the
same block so it can immediately
influence the attack. A unit with a
reserve mission may be called
upon to perform one or more of
the following tasks :

* Attacking from another direction.

* Exploiting an enemy weakness or
friendly success.

* Clearing bypassed
positions.

* Securing the rear or a flank.

* Maintaining contact with adjacent
units.

* Supporting or counterattacking by
fire.
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reconnaissance
normally

The battalion
scout platoon s
employed to reconnoiter the
battalion's flanks and rear. Its
capability for reconnaissance and
security is somewhat reduced in
urban areas. The reconnaissance
/scout platoon can also help
isolate a village or small town.
They must be prepared to
dismount and enter buildings for
reconnaissance or for setting up

(5)

OPs. Infantry platoons and
squads conduct reconnaissance
patrols and man OPs to

supplement the reconnaissance
/scout platoon effort.
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(6) Security in an urban area

presents special problems. All
troops must be alert to an enemy
that may appear from the flanks,
from above, or from subterranean
areas.
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d. Movement :

Moving from building to building or

between Dbuildings present a
problem to units conducting
offensive  operations. Historical
examples, recent operations in
Somalia, and the Russian
experience in Grozny have shown
that most casualties can be

expected during movement from
building to building and down
streets. Therefore, during mission
analysis, commanders and staffs
should plan operations in such a
manner that allow subordinate
elements to take maximum
advantage of covered and
concealed routes within the urban
area. Additionallyy, commanders
and staffs must carefully analyze
which buildings must be isolated,
suppressed, and obscured,
consistent with the ROE, as well as
using armored assets as shields
for maneuver elements.
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(1) In movement down narrow streets,

or down wider streets with narrow
paths through the debris, Infantry
should move ahead of the tanks
clearing the buildings on each
side. Personnel movement across
open areas must be planned with
a specific destination in mind.
Street intersections should be
avoided, since they are normally
used as engagement areas.
Suppression of enemy positions
and smoke to cover Infantry
movement should also be
included in the fire support plan.
When needed, tanks move up to
places secured by the Infantry to
hit suitable targets. When an area
is cleared, the Infantry again
moves forward to clear the next
area. Tanks and Infantry should
use the traveling overwatch
movement technique and
communicate with tank crews by
using arm-and-hand signals and
radio
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(2) For movement down wider streets,

Infantry platoons normally have a
section of attached tanks with one
tank on each side of the street.
Single tanks should not be
employed. Other tanks of the
attached tank platoon should
move behind the Infantry and fire
at targets in the upper stories of
buildings. In wide boulevards,
commanders may employ a tank
platoon secured by one or more
Infantry platoons. The Infantry can
secure the forward movement of
the lead tanks, while the trailing
tanks overwatch the movement of
the lead units.
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(3) If an Infantry unit must travel
along streets that are too narrow
for mutual tank support, the tanks
travel in single file for support. The
tanks move and fire to cover each
other's approach while the Infantry
provides ATGM fire from buildings
as necessary.
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(4) Tanks may drive inside buildings
or behind walls for protection from
enemy antitank missile fire where
feasible. Buildings are cleared by
the Infantry first. Ground floors are
checked to ensure they support
the tank and there is no basement
into which the tank could fall.
When moving, all bridges and
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overpasses are checked for mines,

booby traps, and load capacity.
Specific Infantry elements are
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assigned to protect specific tanks.

(4) E’v}é’?ﬂl‘zfﬁ%’aﬁ-fﬁl#p\ v s T
b o AR

[hats- RN VANLE < L Fp%’ﬁﬁ°
R (G 207 %5 R
3 AF e gt th s R G A PR
Ho MFEERLAEORD ATARE
RGBT R E R FEE o F N
R 6 pF > » 3 RAEILATH 7}%4{”“
BAHEATFET RT o NE
v P &4 ,‘%,1?‘0-@,!1.3;;"-
b5 215 b i IR 2 3
5 °

4-5. LIMITATIONS :

Commanders attacking an urban
area must recognize some
important limitations in the use of
available assets.
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a. Indirect Fires :

Normally, the use of indirect fires is
much more restricted in urban
areas than in open terrain.
Consideration must be given to the
effects of the indirect fire on the
urban area and noncombatants.
This procedure is especially true
when extremely restrictive ROE
are in effect. When indirect fires
are authorized, they must be fired
in greater mass to achieve the
desired effect. When units are
performing  multiple  missions,



indirect fire supporting one element
can easily cause casualties in
adjacent elements. The rubbling
caused by massive indirect fires
adversely affect a unit's ability to
maneuver during the attack.
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b. Noncombatants :
If there are noncombatants
intermingled with combatants, the
ability to use all available firepower
may be restricted.
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c. Night Vision Devices :
Commanders and leaders must
consider the effect that city lights,
fires, and background illumination
have on night vision devices.
These elements may limit the
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effectiveness of night vision
goggles (NVGs) and make thermal
imagery identification difficult.
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d. Communications :

Communications equipment may
not function to its maximum
effectiveness because of the
density in building construction.
Intelligent use of graphic control
measures, understanding the
commander's intent, and
maintaining situational awareness
at all levels become more mportant
to mission accomplishment.
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