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The Role of Naval Humanitarian Assistance /Disaster
Relief (HA/DR) Operations during Morakot Disaster
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Abstract

The World Bank has published a report on 2005, which entitled “Natural Disaster Hotspots:
A Global Risk Analysis.” It presents a global view of disaster risks associated with some major
natural hazards drought, floods, cyclones, earthquakes, volcanoes and landslides. The report
indicates that 3.4 billion people, more than half the world's population, live in areas where at
least one hazard could significantly impact them. Also, Taiwan may be the place on Earth most
vulnerable to natural hazards. Since 2010, the Legislative Yuan had passed the Amendment
of “Disaster Prevention and Protection Act” , the ROC Armed Force obtained the legitimacy
of humanitarian assistance/disaster relief (HA/DR) operations. The Navy has irreplaceable
capabilities such as mobile, endurable, multifunctional and international which could play a
core role in HA/DR operations. This paper reviews the Naval HA/DR operations during Morakot
disaster, in order to enhance its capability in the future disaster relief mission.

Keywords: Morakot disaster, Disaster Prevention and Protection Act, Naval HA/DR
operations
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